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The Court Art of Tugh Temuir and the
Regeneration of Northern Song Paradigms

(Abstract)

Shih Shou-chien

In the past, we have had an impression that the status of high-class arts and crafts
was far higher than that of painting in the Mongol Yuan court art, and attributed
this difference to the grassland culture from which the Mongol Yuan ruling class
originated. This article attempts to correct this overall impression by indicating that
the Yuan court in the reign of Tugh Temdir did value painting. The Great Khan was
not only highly interested in collecting ancient paintings, but also facilitated the new
development of several painting categories, including landscapes, a category that the
court had been considered to have failed to appreciate. This implies that the Mongol
Yuan ruling class held a relatively flexible attitude toward the traditional Central
Plain culture, and could make pertinent interactions and adjustments according to the
current political situation.

To address the problem of having extremely limited data about the existing court
paintings of the period, this article regards Tang Di as a court painter in a general
sense, and attempts to reconstruct the picture of court paintings in the reign of Tugh
Temur through Tang’s works such as Fishermen Returning on a Frosty Bank and
After Guo Xi’s “Travellers in Autumn Mountains.” The Water-Moon Avalokitesvara
produced by the Goryeo court and later the creation of the verse scroll Dream Journey
to the Peach Blossom Land led by Prince Anpyeong during the Choson dynasty in
the eastern edge of the Mongol world are also adopted as clues for the reconstruction.
After re-association, these fragmented data not only shed light on the later Yuan court
art centring around the Kuizhang Pavilion, but also reveal the court’s intention to
actively “regenerate” Northern Song court paradigms.

The achievements of the Kuizhang Pavilion are far from short-lived; instead, its
heritage and influence continued to remain in early Ming court culture. The quintes-
sence of the court art in both the Yongle and Xuande periods has in fact exhibited
the intention to reproduce Song paradigms. In the context of the development of
East Asian court cultures since 1330s, the pursuit of Song cultural paradigms in the
China and Korea regions can be used for reflection in the academic surge of interest
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138 Shih Shou-chien
in exploring and contextualizing the Mongol Yuan history from a world-history point

of view.

Keywords:  Emperor Wenzong of Yuan  Tugh Temir court art  Kuizhang Pavilion
Tang Di
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