B EEAET F135 %28 (2015.12) H227-250
doi:10.6182/jlis.2015.13(2) 227

MER1EE 2 8ALL TR AE o WAL ¥ L BIEL T

What is an Author? Taking Confucius for an Example

g N
Chieh Liu'

W R

H ABEARESCI R R DA - B T 1EE ) AURTEmBE R T - HAERIRS R s
ol Ry E R R B RITR - BAPRSRIRENIIRE - AWTZELIAL 7 REE - (O
o FLFEER) Ry R BT SO - ERA A TR © (1) LT EE
AR ? (2) FLTERIEE - AR HEAREHER 2 (3) ME T eSS
ST AL ARSI TEE DIRE R 2 By 5 IS L5 - AWTFEEREN — & Be oA ot -

— ~ FESORAGERIH R RERITEE At

= BECH R R

=~ et s B A B BRI 1% -

TGRS R Z S BT - ARWFFERIRAE (SR - FLTIHE) PATRE LA THfEEA
tniho TRIWEE o~ TAREEE L A0 AL ) A o BRI L Akl A L o
s ety H B A& H B FIRIBAR - Seikadamal 3 HAE S H TPy ZhRe -

s - EE - LT~ EHEE
Abstract

The proposed study is a case study of the author function by examining a famed “author” -
Confucius. Preliminary results are presented of an analysis based on “The Hereditary House of
Confucius” in The Records of the Grand Historian by Sima Qian that paints a picture of Confucius
as an author, as conceived in the 2nd century BCE (the Former Han dynasty). The study uses the
method of qualitative content analysis to answer the following research questions: (1) What types of
authorship is Confucius said to have performed according to his biography by Sima Qian? (2) What
are the works related to Confucius? (3) What does each type of authorship entail? To answer these
questions, a three-stage process is conducted to analyze the text: First, isolation of useful segments;
then, identification and coding of relevant works mentioned in the biography; and finally, specification and
analysis of the outcomes. Tentatively, the analysis has identified at least three types of authorship: writer,
editor, and transmitter. As part of a larger study to examine the images of Confucius as an author over time,
the primary purpose of the research reported here is to gain more understanding of the author function in
Chinese culture. This study’s findings are undoubtedly important for expanding research on authorship in
KO. Eventually such research will lead to improved KO system design, especially in the area of author data.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the development of human civilizations and
knowledge, the debate on “authorship” is ongoing
and has considered issues of relevance to literary
theory, culture, law, and knowledge organization
(KO). Specialists in KO have recently re-examined
authorship in KO systems, with special attention
to Foucault’s (1984) essay “What is an author?”
From the functional perspective, an author’s name
signifies not only the composer of a text but also
serves as surrogate information used to collocate
all the works “authored” by this person in KO
systems (Pettee, 1936). The author in the latter
perspective is clearly a means of classification.
Additionally, cultural discourse has often assigned
an iconic role to an author that is associated with
a work in a manner similar to how a subject is
associated with a work (Moulaison, Dykas, &
Budd, 2014; Smiraglia & Lee, 2012). These recent
studies shed light on and suggest new approaches
to the treatment of authors in KO systems.

In his analysis, Foucault (1984) asserts
that there are four characteristics of the author
function: (1) it is linked to the juridical and
institutional system of society; (2) it is not the
same at all times and in all types of civilization;

(3) it results from a series of specific and complex

operations in a particular time and discourse;
(4) it does not refer purely and simply to a real
individual. His notion of the author function
is very much culture-dependent. It is, thus,
imperative that research on authorship take into
consideration the cultural context.

The proposed study does just that: conducts a
case study of the author function by examining a
famed “author,” Confucius (L), who is chosen
for several reasons. First, he has been a Chinese
cultural legend for over two thousand years.
Second, he is said to have differing relationships
with a number of classical texts that are part of
the core literature of the so-called Chinese culture.
Third, his image as an author has gone through a
number of changes over the past two millennia.
Fourth, he fits Foucault’s category of “founders of
discursivity,” a group of authors whose works are
capable of producing the possibilities and the rules
for the formation of new discourses by others. Due
to the complexity involved in this case, however,
this article will present only preliminary results
of an analysis based on “The Hereditary House
of Confucius” (fLFHHZR) in The Records of the
Grand Historian (523C) (“The Hereditary House”
hereafter) by Sima Qian (F]f53&) that will paint a
picture of Confucius as an author as conceived in
the 2nd century BCE (the Former Han dynasty).
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As part of a larger study to examine the
images of Confucius as an author over time, the
primary purpose of the research reported here is
to gain more understanding of the author function
in Chinese culture. Its findings are undoubtedly
important for expanding research on authorship
in KO. Eventually such research will lead to
improved KO system design, especially in the area
of author data.

2. Methodology

The study uses the method of qualitative
content analysis to answer the following research
questions: (1) What types of authorship is
Confucius said to have performed according
to his biography by Sima Qian? (2) What are
the works related to Confucius? (3) What does
each type of authorship entail? To answer these
questions, I will conduct a three-stage process to
analyze the text:

I.Isolation of useful segments out of the
biography;

2.Identification and coding relevant works
mentioned in the biography;

3. Specification and analysis of the relationships

between Confucius and the works.

3. Results

Tentatively, the analysis has identified at
least three types of authorship: writer, editor,

and transmitter.

3.1 Writer

Confucius disclaims being an author or
maker as he once said of himself that he was “a
transmitter and not a maker.” According to this

study, although Confucius is not the originator of

Extended Abstract

specific text, for example The Spring and Autumn
Annals (&%), he is actually one who represents
such text and his name is tied to the text by his
close association with it. So, as we consider the
author function that is mentioned by Foucault,
the author’s name is not just a name but also
an element or a basis on which to identify or

categorize a work by its readers.

3.2 Editor

An author is not limited to the creator of text.
Although Confucius is not the originator of the
Odes (#%), the Documents (i), the Rites (i), or
the Music (%%), it is assumed that he spent much
time editing these ancient books. According to
“The Hereditary House,” Confucius filtered out
the duplicates of the Odes and selected the ones
that could be the teaching materials of rites. On
the other hand, he studied the ancient Documents
and Rifes and then coordinated the content by the
sequence of events. Confucius even wrote the
prefaces to the Documents and the Rites in order to
introduce these works. These actions above reveal
the effort of editing. These ancient books then
became the Six Arts (7N2) and spread through the
ages because of the editorial work by Confucius.
So Confucius’s name is closely associated with
these works and his impression on readers is even

stronger than that of the originators of the texts.

3.3 Transmitter

Confucius is well known as the Greatest Sage
and Teacher in Chinese history. In “The Hereditary
House,” Sima Qian mentioned that Confucius
revised the ancient works for use as teaching
materials. These teaching materials are not exactly

the same as the original works; they were edited,
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annotated, and rearranged by Confucius. As a
matter of fact, Confucius is truly the author of
these works, in the modern sense of the term, as
he internalized the text and made them absorbable
to the students. This type of authorship is called

the “Transmitter.”

4. Conclusion

This study adopted a qualitative research
method to identify different types of authorship
by examining a famed “author,” Confucius,
based on “The Hereditary House.” The primary
purpose of the research reported here is to gain
more understanding of the author function in
Chinese culture.

First of all, is Confucius really an author?
According to the findings and from the author
function perspective, the answer is definitely yes.
The analysis has identified at least three types of
authorship that Confucius had performed: writer,
editor, and transmitter. By recognizing these
different kinds of author functions the authorship
in KO can be understood with greater intension
and extension.

Second, generally speaking, since most
cataloging rules or principles are drawn up based
on the situations and requirements of Anglo-
American countries, it is necessary to understand
authorship from quite a different cultural
background, and it should be helpful in particular
when dealing with Chinese materials in KO.

Third, there is another kind of authorship
not clearly recognized in this research that may
be attributed to Confucius, that of an author
as a founder of discursivity. These are not just
the authors of their own works. They have also

produced the possibilities and the rules for the

formation of other texts (Foucault, 1984). These
relationships can be recognized through further
research, then all the works that came from the
same intellectual source can be collected to form
a “super work.” It should benefit users when they
want to collocate all relevant related works.

Eventually such research will lead to
improved KO system design, especially in the
area of author data.
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MK BHE B K » HAEEEE —AL T it
HIREE o o MRETEE AT DAAMERR R SOARRY
HE - ATDU — e ~ —(E e —
BRI - maEFE AtalEr~E—
el B GGt B2 Ea  EhR T —
fEER B - $eHtaTEmny4Ei (Foucault,
1984) o fiGm HARENRm L By 1E IR AR
B2 BB BEEY - IR A IS A s i Y B
& FAEHBEEES o MiMoulaisonZE A

(2014) FHEMERIRREEE (intellectual
debt) - HULELERENIEEEM RS
EEHEE - DUEL E LRl - EfES
DrReE IS - (HAITE R Ay E 5 SR
o FATAT LA - R R LT A
BEARITEEE G - HERR—H s
fEdt (super-super work) | » H#iE . KE
BB B AR S Z BRAN - A S2RE
JRRFIAIRES AR - A & S 43
MiRERFTERIEE A - AR T LA
— RIS -

& KWFFEREFoucaul B2 E
CFENTAL Y TR A PRE B At
H BB - EEE F2EHEER
FARERIETE T AL ) - fREREIRLIERY R
FtR - FEEORS AT RIERE 1 A RS B
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e
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R ERTFL T AITEE At B NE R ERS
S EUE AR 7EEI o MARTIEES
B (EC - LR ) BB SORETT S
Mt - FEEARIIZ T EREEEAT A E - R
B9 RIAE 2 Al SOA R R AR T T2
X ECE » DURKEHE
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