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5 A. A. Macdonell in his A Vedic Reader for Students says, “rta means the regular order of na-
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the guardian of rta in the ritual sense,

... Varuna is specially the guardian of rt4 in the moral
sense.” (1917; reprint, Madras: Oxfo i i
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(A Summary)

Jao Tsung-i

In the “Xici” "% treatise of the Yi jing %1% (Book of Changes) there is a sentence
« S HHE » RAERIEE”. The Mawangdui 5 EH manuscript reads tai heng K1 for tai ji
A M, a reading not to be found in any transmitted version. Commentators have suspected
that 1§ is a corruption of #& . In fact, the expression fai ji also appears in the “Fei gong” FEIX
chapter of the Mo zi 2 and the “Da 2 ik 5% chapter of the Zhuang zi #ET . In the
Zhuang zi, tai ji is parallel to liu : i osed to mean the heaven and liu
ji the earth. As to the Mo zi, s suggested that tai ji should mean si ji YR
Anyway, ai ji here pertains to human activities and has nothing to do with the concept of fai
jiin “ KEBAERR . '

The variant tai heng has in fact a profound meaning. This paper is a study of the
meaning of heng from Yin BX and Zhou J& times. The hexagram called Heng is found on
some Yin object that has been unearthed, and the character 1 is used as the name of a Yin
emperor — Wang Heng 15 . The character heng appears frequently in works of Chu %,
which suggests that the concept of heng was popular in Chu and was of great prominence.
Heng means “constancy”’. This abstract and fundamental concept has a long history. Tai heng
as the origin of the universe is identical with da jing X#£, and has something in common
with tai yi & — . Therefore, tai heng in the “Xici” treatise is by no means a corruption.




