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From Surrender to Departure: The Story of
Guan Yu and lts Relevance to the Dating and
Evolution of the Composition of the Romance of
the Three Kingdoms (Part Il)

(Abstract)

Li Ting Yuen

Through comparing five sections that tell the story of Guan Yu, from surrender to
departure, the second part of this paper reconstructs the evolution of the Romance of the
Three Kingdoms, which may be summed up in the following five points: (1) The many
editions of the Romance of the Three Kingdoms may be divided into two categories: the
24-chapter edition, the 12-chapter editions, and the 120-chapter editions belong to the first
category; the 20-chapter editions and the 6-chapter edition are members of the second
category. Each category has its own archetypal edition, and both are derived from the
archetypal edition of the Romance of the Three Kingdoms. (2) There are two sub-groups
under the first category: the Jiajing renwu %% T-4F edition and its archetypal edition are
of the first sub-group; the Zhou Yuexiao J&H# edition, the Xia Zhenyu E R edition,
and their archetypal edition are of the second sub-group. (3) The Li Zhuowu commentary
edition (ZFHEFEA) is derived from the Zhou Yuexiao edition and the Xia Zhenyu
edition. The Zhong Bojing commentary edition ($#E{#{FF4), the Mao commentary
edition (EFFA), and the Li Liweng commentary edition (ZE5535FA%) are derived
from the Li Zhuowu commentary edition. (4) The editions in the second category may
be divided into two sub-groups: the Shuangfeng tang #l%4 edition, the Pinglin FFAK
edition, the Lianhui tang B4 edition, the Yang Minzhai #5[#%5 edition, the Qiaoshan
tang 7111 % edition, the Tang Binyi ;& J* edition, and the Yingxiongpu JlfERE edition
belong to first sub-group; the Chengde tang k{4 edition, the Zhu Dingchen “RiHE
edition, the Zhongzheng tang H.1F % edition, the Feishou zhai Z~F%5 edition, the Huang
Zhengfu 5 1EH edition, the Liguang tang 22,4 edition, the Eryou tang —. P44 edition,
and their archetypal edition are members of the second sub-group. The Shuangfeng tang
edition and the Pinglin edition are the archetypal editions of the various editions in the
first sub-group. (5) The Yingxiongpu edition, the Tang Binyi edition, the Lianhui tang
edition, the Yang Minzhai edition, and the Qiaoshan tang edition belong to two different
groups in the first sub-group of the second category. The archetypal edition of the Liguang
tang edition and the Eryou tang edition are quite likely derivations from the Huang
Zhengfu edition.
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