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The Marvelous Undershirt of the Chinese Miser:
From the French Translation of the Yuan play
He Hanshan to the Adaptations and
Performances of Kan Qian Nu

Shih-Lung Lo

In 1838, the French Sinologist Bazin ainé published an anthology entitled Thédtre chinois
[The Chinese Theater]. Four Yuan dramas that he had translated were collected in this
anthology, including Ho-han-chan, ou La Tunigne Confrontée |literally “The Confronted
Undershirt”]. But this play did not immediately arouse much attention. It was not
until the end of the nineteenth century that the adaptations of the Sinologist Judith
Gautier allowed her contemporaries to rediscover the value of Yuan drama. One of her
works was inspired by Bazin’s anthology: entitled La Tunique merveillense (literally “The
Marvelous Undershirt”), this comedy partly borrowed the plot of Kan Qian Nu |literally
“The Slave to the Treasures He Guards”]. Only several excerpts of the latter had been
translated into French by Stanislas Julien, and they were published in the anthology
of Roman dramas edited by Naudet. These excerpts were probably the source of
Gautier’s adaptations.

Several years after the successful renderings of La Tunigune merveillense, Judith
Gautier revised Kan Qian Nu at the beginning of the twentieth century and called
it L’Avare chinois [literally “The Chinese Miser”]. Gautier attempted to integrate the
original text into her I.’Avare chinois, and Chinese elements that she had invented added
to the impact of the drama’s performance. The complete translation of Kan Qian
Nu, however, was not published until 1963, thanks to the work of Li Tche-houa. In
this paper, I will examine the translations and adaptations of these plays in France by
means of a cross-reading of the texts—also taking into account the reception of the
performances—in order to analyze the different ways in which Chinese theater (in
particular Yuan drama) has been transmitted to, and received in, the West and more
generally to consider the possible transformations of classical Chinese drama on the

world stage.
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( Musigue, sur lair «Immortels, admire les flenrs» )

L’étude profonde et détaillée de la doctrine du Bouddha et de I’ceuvre
des philosophes

Nous montre que tous sont d’accord pour affirmer que le premier des
devoirs est d’amasser de bonnes ceuvres et de purifier le cceur.

Mes ancétres glorieux et fortunés,

Pourquoi s’attachaient-ils au bien et au mérite ?
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C’était dans I’espoir d’avoir un héritier fidele a la piété filiale et une

épouse vertueuse. ( Gautier, 1919, pp. 249-250 )
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Ces méchants qui méprisent les pauvres, n’assistent pas les célibataires
et les veuves. Pourquoi le ciel les fait-il naitre ? Les Esprits ne sont donc

pas infaillibles ? Ils se trompent quelque fois ? ( Gautier, 1919, p. 256 )
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