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“I Am to Wear a Vice-consul's Coat, with
King's Buttons.” The Political Translation
of Robert Morrison

Lawrence Wang-chi WONG

Numerous studies have been conducted on Robert Morrison, the first Prot-
estant missionary to China, for his achievements in preaching Christianity to the
Chinese, and in areas such as education, printing, and lexicography. In transla-
tion, the greatest accomplishment of Morrison was his complete translation of
the Bible, and this, by all means, attracts great attention. However, what has not
been duly recognized is his role as a political translator working for the British
in their struggle against the Chinese laws and order at the turn of the 19th cen-
tury.

Officially, Robert Morrison has worked for the British government for two
times: first in 1816 as the interpreter in the second British mission to China led
by Lord Ambherst, and then in July 1834 as the Chinese Secretary and Inter-
preter for Lord William John Napier, the first Chief Superintendent of British
Trade in China. Both can be seen as very strong diplomatic attempts of the
British government to force open the tightly closed door of China. Though
neither Amherst nor Napier was able to achieve their goals, Morrison, as the
only person who had a good command of Chinese, played a vital role in these
two missions.

Apart from these official capacities, Robert Morrison has in fact been in-
volved as a translator in British-Chinese politics unofficially since his employ-
ment as the Chinese secretary and interpreter of the East Indian Company at
Guangzhou. He was at that time the bridge between the Chinese local officials
and the British traders. Handling many sensitive issues of conflicts, Morrison
was considered to have “significantly altered the character of British relations
with the mandarins”. This in fact had much longer and more profound impact
on Sino-British relationship than acting as interpreter in the two official mis-
sions.

The present paper looks into the translation activities of Robert Mortison
as a political interpreter, both officially and unofficially, and their impact on
British-Chinese relations in the eatly 19th century. It will enrich our understand-
ing of Robert Morrison as well as some key issues in the history of Sino-British
diplomatic relationship.
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I have also the honour of acquainting your excellency, that his majesty, my
most gracious sovereign, has been pleased to invest me with powers, political

and judicial, to be exercised according to circumstances.”
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Nanking and Canton, with notices and observations relative to the present war. London: Knight.
(CREBB TR E LI N E R AV RBATARANA FWAE B L ETHETHFITH
ERFRESFZEA LA - A RRA L) (RTHWESR 196820 15 &7
489) °

(RETHFHERBAFALNARTRERHE) (KT MBS > 196820 & 24>
#7 508) °

“Letter from the Prince Regent to the Emperor of China” (Morse, 1926¢, pp. 278-279).
(AR ABRAEZRAEEBRARXABZIFEXPERBEERATAFELEN L
) (HE s 1968b 0 B 250 HE 643)° FH L A EXEH B3 45
TAREERHELT  "TZARFrade ZHIAXTALE  LEHEEHE
Ry SR (CRARTRPAAFETR LR (= +—FtAwta) (LTHH



TREFLEARBEZ RATMEAFIR - BEBOBCEWFED 35

29.
30.

31.
32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43,
44,

B4 0 1968a 0 B 5556 48 E 570-571)° filh (FMEER) R THELETHE
B EE o R TRER o RFMTEE R - EERXK# R
BBE > BANTRRE R Y  ARPT ARSI TE SR 0 ERBIEAZIZ
BARMME ) (E2 40 1989 0 B 168-169) °

(RAEHARLT LR (RS HES > 19680 B 13> 4 H 485-486) °

EE L Wi Rtk R AR TR R RMASHRAAEEE
FEIEFE ey E A | (“To these requests no positive reply was at present thought necessary” )
(Staunton, 2000, p. 53) °

“Letter from the Prince Regent to the Emperor of China” (Morse, 1926¢, pp. 278-279).
(HEL A B ARABEIMEEH L) (R THMIES > 1968b > B 24+ 44H 643) °
(ABLABRFHERTHRE DR E LN ELERB AR TASELAEA L
) (s S 0 1968b 0 B 250 4L H 643) °
(RETHRBLTHRIBAFREEAANNRARESERE) (LTS > 19682 & 25
MASI0) (REIHR G ETRERFREAM TV EMEERTRFDER) (7
HWMAE 4 0 1968a > B 36 » 4H 532) e

CRERMRBETRRRIBEHEE ARBIITIRES B DR RBEEEMFAR > &
Btk ) (KB4 > 196820 B 30 448 465) °
FREIMHFTRFRAZEENFABNAE  EAEF_+—-F2A+—8 28
THESZA  BMSA-tABmALRRR T BE@F RS (AMBETFTZEHERE
RAEABZHAMBES AN RESEGR ) (AW WEESH 19680 B 440 7
548) °

(REBEREANASTHN IR EEEGEFALEBE) (RFHMESR > 1968
B 12-13 0 48 H 484-485)

(REHE RS A5 EAEAN O GE R REATIREATE) (heiimeE
% > 19682 * B 46+ 44 H 552)

R g RAPR L BAL R RS0y REE AL B ERE > XEAFFEH — Rk
8 AR L R R AT ST MR T RAE R T B At B E A
JE 4 & £ (Staunton, 1856 ) ( cf. Tuck, 2000, p. XXXV ) ©

CGREFEERB E8H) (KT MESH 19680 B 58-59 * 48 H 576-578) °

(R RHBMEST ARG AL AT HA I AL ZE THERL AN (KTH
4B 4 » 1968b » B 34 » 4L H 661-662) °

HERRANERUAAEHHRARER THET XIRARZREFBE > ©E R EH
FERRXM - LFE— BRI EE I R KB R IR e Rk
P 7T AR5 X BLA B 0 e 3R 5 o 38 AR MR Morse (1926h, p. 247-252) ©

7Y By Ry a3 5L 0 L Morse (1926b, p. 300-302) ©
B BA i e RO » AL RS AR T LA T F B L
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45.
40.
47.

48.
49.
50.
51.

52.
53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.
60.

61.

T 484 (2005 B 65-107) °

Morrison to Thomas Fisher, 10 Oct 1933 (Morrison, 1839b, p. 488).

Morrison to John Robert Morrison, 9 April 1834 + &% B #k#% (2005 > & 89) °

FIRK BRI E15 A kB LA B R R R e 3k A
TR LW R 2R E % (Liu, 2004, p. 256,043 ) ©

Morrison to John Robert Morrison, 17 July 1834 » %k & 2k (2005 * B 103) °
BIAE S 24 T 4 Morse (1910-1918, pp. 118-144).

(g k+whi LAl +wasFER) (EERERXRS 1967 B67) -
CRMIFHa A Z R EMNBARFEREER) (FETEFTA) AT T AHRE
F o HGART  AFEA - (FEME) (BT - REw) (R 2002
B 557) -

314 B Keeton (1969, p. 141) °

Wldo e HEMEALBF » FRERHFEEFHELA " RRAPEELHTERLZL
Ao FERAZREEBMBIFER > =8 " 3%R ) AR REPEL S MR R
BEH & B4 (Secret Committee) MR B © 5 (FERRAFINHFRRIET AL
KEERATERAFATS) (FBEF—ELAERESR > 1996 ' 279) °
WA(GEMSE) (BTt - "B =) (R3EH 2002 B 518) Fise " HEFFRASL
AFRR RCERBEREHEANLHF  BARAFCETE > wRAAKE > 1)
B RBEFRFERGUEE S | it RSP ARFRAEATWF AT ZRE
BEWOE T LR RLE  f2bide TIHRRIRBEFER PR EAEE S BL T
ke e AREE  BERHAF ) (BEERERS > 1967 AB) -

BASE#R  PATIEH e N R RN BV AT 0t B M IR — A F B Ay BAR AR AT ey
AR B — BB A& RA > 12 T R R ol RAAE TR T & BE MM
H&K oy F % o (Morrison, 1839a, p. 270 ) ©

Jo X & By 7Y 7 “significantly altered the character of British relations with the mandarins” ©
Staunton, G. T. (1810). Ta Tsing Len 1.ee, Being ... the Penal Code of China. London: T. Cadell & W.
Davis, 1810, repr., Taipei: Ch’eng-wen Publishing Co.

“Remarks on homicides committed by Europeans on the persons of natives at Canton, in
China” (Morrison, 1839b, pp. 139-145).

Sir James Urmston to Morrison (Morrison, 1839b, p. 1406).

“Narrative of an affair between a watering party of seamen, from the Topaz, an English
frigate, and the Chinese inhabitants of the Lin-tin Island, situated above Macao, in the passage
from the sea to the anchorage at Whampoa, interspersed with remarks on the current affairs
of Canton”, “Appendix” (Morrison, 1839b, pp. 10-32) ; % 4 » B# T ST B F# > FH
7 E e R KPR — B R AR (199200 B 34-53)

“Remarks on homicides committed by Europeans on the persons of natives at Canton, in
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62.

63.
64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

China” (Morrison, 1839b, pp. 142-143).

“Thoughts on the conduct of the Chinese government towards the Honorable Company’s
servants at Canton” (Morrison, 1839b, Appendix, p. 7).

W 7] 56 e B AR IRAR 4R I 09384 0 T % Keeton (1969) 5 & &4 (2002) °

T2 1725 4 0 R B R EAR SR & L3515 (Cyr Contancin, 1670-1733) 12 72 F B A &
ey EPIRE T (F) > E58A (R "L FoE T M@EHFEMITAALE
o eF RS2 Loy AT A2 Loy E C BAARLETERME L | (FRiEH5E
2001 * & 189-196) °

BAAA AR 6k & Lo 37 24k 2 L8 (R3R) 09I T4 F 38 (2005) o £ XA BER
GE ¥ (R WBEIH  LELSEZ LY -

fldet 2 1815 4F 1 A 10 B A& ks » B 7T — &8ss (W8]) s
HE T BIE I1816F 1 A 1 B R B AR M ST IR M T 1815
10RG6AM (F4) EAEFIETHFH—®NE % Morrison (1839b, pp. 224,
434) °

(B ZRBEMARF AL RAESTHF RO RAIRER 24808 ) (BhR+HLF
tA-_twR) XA "HARRELALSF . REBFE O BFTHERR K
WE (PRS- BLEES  1992b B675) (REXEZRL S ITNBEITH
BEEERAFBNE (F#R) ) (Bh=+=_%~<AnwtB) :"TH Z#
FAMAE (FH), (PEHSE B LEEES > 1992b H612) -
(ELHMEEEIRSHELRARETRZIAFPREREEETART LS ) (EL
—t=FxA=—FHB) (CPAF—BLAERES > 1992b 0 B 831-832) ¢

“Thoughts on the conduct of the Chinese government towards the honorable company’s
servants at Canton” (Morrison, 1839b, Appendix, p. 7).

“Remarks on homicides committed by Europeans on the persons of natives at Canton, in
China” (Mortison, 1839b, p. 140).

R &M (2000 0 ' 516-524) — KRtk (ARREEBIM) 9FF > 2 @F R
B EREBRERESEEBEHGRE - i d o AF SRR F T
B A2ty EELRRBLE T e T BAMLHK ) EF BT o BTA EEED
AP BANGH T oA ek R B MRS MR B AR
| EHF YRR BB RIEF A RKZIL - AT0y F R T B %400 - #158Y
FHXACAT AT S - T AT P EALSREAETH -

BEIF o W (PREAR) EHERBIEHHNXF  “On the execution of the laws in
China” (Morrison, 1833a, p. 131), “Proportion of Manchu and Chinese officers in the high
posts of government” (Morrison, 1833b, p. 312), “Traits of the Imperial clan” (Morrison,
1833c, p. 378); “The Imperial Clan” (Morrison, 1834a, p. 512); “Danger of advising the
emperor. (Morrison, 1834b, p. 567) % » #8 & JF F MG ey X F -
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