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Translating the Other, Imaging the Self:
A Study of Zhang Ruogu’s Translation
of Lorphelin de la Chine

Shuowin Chen

In 1939, Zhang Ruogu translated Voltaire’s (1694-1778) well-known play L ‘Orphelin
de la Chine: la morale de Confucius en cing actes into Chinese. It was published as a series
in Shanghai’s China-America Daily, and later as a book entitled The Orphan of China in
1940. In fact, before Voltaire’s work was published, Ji Junxiang’s The Orphan of Zhao
was first translated into French by the missionary Joseph de Prémare (1666-1736) in
1735. 1t was called L ‘Orphelin de la Maison de Tchao, tragédie chinoise. 1t was very popular in
Western Europe for a time, and therefore Voltaire adapted it as his drama The Orphan
of China (1755), which became the better-known version. The issues surrounding the
translations of L‘Orphelin de la Maison de Techao and The Orphan of China have captured
the interest of scholars of Chinese culture and literature. However, only a few have
taken note of Zhang Ruogu’s translation of The Orphan of China. This paper compares
Voltaire’s The Orphan of China with Zhang Ruogu’s translation and sees Voltaire’s
adaptation as a transcultural reinterpretation of its predecessor. The paper also makes
certain observations regarding the historical context — the fact that Zhang Ruogu’s
Chinese translation was done during the Sino-Japanese War — and analyzes the cultural
implications. It further points out that this Chinese translation was not perfectly
faithful; rather, it could be viewed as a transcultural practice whereby a translator
sought to enrich his own culture through an examination of the “other.” Zhang Ruogu
admired Voltaire’s discourse on exoticism and emulated him by using translation as a
means to renew his own national culture and revive his nation. This paper explores the
ways in which Zhang Ruogu’s translation of The Orphan of China constructed a China
that was clearly different from, and perhaps more exotic than other nations, and thus
affirmed the selfhood of Chinese culture.

Keywords: The Orphan of Zhao, The Orphan of China, Zhang Ruogu, Voltaire, cultural

translation

Received: April 12, 2015; Revised: June 14, 2015; Accepted: June 26, 2015

Shuowin Chen, Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing
University, E-mail: shuowinchen@gmail.com



WERE AP E RS (PRI Ea 77

—4= D2 —=
=~ A5

1735 4 » L EFEAVTTHER] (BRI ) HEBLEFTR (Joseph de
Prémare, 1666-1736) GiigE fy (HREIZER : BIINGL) (L orphelin de la Maison
de Tehao, Tragédie Chinoise) » T AFEEL ; 4 » (KF %% (Voltaire, 1694-1778)
FUZ BABEET R (RIS ) (1755) —B - MLl /SR R A -
1939 £ » R34 (1905-1960) BFHR B Z=HY C F BN 5L ) (L Orphelin de la
Chine: la morale de Confucins en cing actes) FEFE S > #£ 13 (FHEHER) #H#
#1940 FEHAREEITA - GBIRALS) B (HREILR ) B AZE -
RN EE R R OFEENTERE - AR A o H BT
FEERVE— (HREINSL) oA - AllZD B NPT R« ASCHIRRIRER
FIZRMY (PIEIPR G ) SR SCBAORAS 7 2 RO AR B R IRE R EE RS
L R B R S P e R s SRS - ISV SR E
2 DIFRITRAS G i H B AR (PR ) 89S LR -

R =AY+ — ~ SRR - fERfe sl (BN
5) BMREZ (PRI BEEETIR - = - BIRREERE A2 (PEH
PIGL) BEARBUREZRIRME » BRITTRAS AV ETE RIS B AE - = -~ (EHfE
SCRIN PR RS S L SV EIR - 4e &S S LARGE I T > TR
A (B SR Bk -

Al e GEERIGE) 2] (iPEdARGL)

CEHFEE] GBEIRILA) - b BRI E S B T e
B o ESREARRERN (B - (EF) - (BEE) - (A%
) o ERRY (GEEg) -~ (EBt) - CGiFe) ~ Galr) - BT (5
KE) ARARAHT (CamiEE) - (BRMR) —BlZaRABEENE
MBI S B RER AT E R FEHAE - BERT > EEFSR



78 HIEwmR B F—M

SRR ARE BRIEENITTE - LEHETHREIEE » EffRaERk
NI EER - 28 AR AEE RN - R Al T B s -

BH ARG (1550-1620) Y ooih#E) (AT (o AEfEdh) -
1616) Frur (GERINR) - BECEEATES T - LT - BIRZHHE
TIEED - seERR LESR - WHBEEEWERGE A ZE - 1 —HEISAE -
ECFPRE Gy 4 > AIBFSEE AR - BEBUR R AR AR EUE
EMEVEAR (OR#kEE - 2001) -

ke s G RER (BIRIA) EisEp0E sz A > 28 (B
ERIREL) (Tehao-Chi-Con-Ell, on Le Petit Orphelin de la Maison de Techao) » {HHEE
AAFEE  MEE 5 AR R e S I - K T E
By TEE ) (acte) » XA ARIEIRYE (scene) o FEFETEET AN B2 58 B AV E
VYEREIEIEE] > FEHRE (Jean-Baptiste Du Halde, 1673-1743) % BIUZ A H
0 (ThEERGT S ) (Description géographique, historigue, chronologique, politique de
PEmpire de la Chine et de la Tartarie chinoise) > > 1735 FEHIRR o' B EMEIE -
BATANZ - S FEHEAR — « ZZHBE René Etiemble, 1909-2002) 378 %5 5
o M R B i 5] RS G EC S TR B S D A sl (BP9 ~ s piakad -
2008 » H 101) -~ BZERAVEHET A S - WARSEE RERG S w (B
20 0 1929 0 H 115) o ARIGEENEE ERSAIIHSTATE - SR ILEIEEA
BE R E A B - R 2B WFEH - ISR PR M R
HARIARBETERES - B4 78 NEGTEIAYRE (HE0
2010) -

1753 7 (RAFBEEEBIBEIALEILE - &5 (PEIA I
LT EEE) (L'Orphelin de la Chine: 1.a Morale de Confucins en Cing Actes)
SEHETRE - 1755 8 H - (FEIIG) EEERIARPEEIRE (Comédie
Francaise) B/H » FEGHHREHE (Liv, 1953) - (REAZREE (FERINE) &
Foeeee —REEIAME - EEN TG - AR AT EEREA

VARG R e A WA REEA O RET TR A8 ad Y s
Pl Fed > A BRY RERTHRDE L -



WERE AP RS (CPRIMR) HE 79

5 AT E IR Ry —UIRRALE - CCEAyH#EE > 2010 > H 86) -

BELIE IR Z P UG BRI B - I LEAES T ks
i, A - B/9AHSUERSE - 8-+ EtHaci - ey - R E
NEEL > RSl S - RARSRERE A T8 S PSP A i — T
JEGH] (FF89 - $EARAREE > 2008 0 B 149) o EIBEZLAY (HZEER
Gt ELE - AR TECUE - BIEE TSR o TEIA
HYERER ~ B EE S T ERAVHER - WEFERARE > PEIA
NFEBEEES /HEATE - TERANWGERECHEGERERE - E
FEATEEAETHR IR E £ R EON R LB Z iR 5 - FAESER (P
PI5E) ZRAT > REZREN SR ARSI B B S S BB
AEHLLERERAZ A - EE MG RIS > BT - BEGEAR AR
G 15 F YR 7S o B R R 3 B BRI RS - 1734 4 (R
ZEHR CJEARER ) (Essai sur les moenrs et esprit des nations) > 13} v B SCHARY
HALEEE » (EME e 7B LR SR N S S B L HETER A (Pinot,
1932) - (REIZRHESR T ENHYARE » BGE EEESURRER > bz
T AR AEON AN R A SR EHIEGEFE T IRz R T
BT BN SCHRYE RN - IRAZR SR IRV SO Z F ARE AL B RS
HAETT A - FERENES ~ AN EL - fEMAVEEET » FREEL
BT EREN (5799 - $EMAREE > 2008 » H 203-204) - ALIEAEIAE
(SRR HYA L] DIELHEE -

MR ZRAEAY B 5 RS - 28 T (REIINS) HIEHEE TR
R - NI - sEPAERIERVERCRIR Rsc B (BEERINE) - BER
B NP & L (PEPL) 81 GBI ) ZAHEE -

B BRI UE RECEAE AR E » s RUT B AL 20T
A - Bl A s E R GERIL) e E - RS ERRY (T E
PR ) AR S BRI 7T ~ ERSEZ AT E KBRS (Zamd) F£I0 > B
ETTHRR R AAREIN > LOKETEERIR - RGN LR A58 AR
RARBEIN » HFEFES (Idamé) ERSHFSLR - (EERFUAVEEE it %



80 #mEwmck HAk F—M

A TS BB ER - BRI o S BT RAE
gL o B Eﬁ@L%’@X@@E’<EEUE%‘ﬁ%&ﬁ%
B ARG EE  FREFEERE - FERNDERBE - {55
TES WL e TREVIRYE  EEE SR > ARk
WEoW%%%%&&%AﬁW@L”’ﬁﬁ@i%—ﬁﬁmuﬁ%
Ho EFERETIEE  TORRRIEGRE - BHERBHELE
TE LlqﬂﬁiE%B%B@ﬁﬂﬂzjiﬁﬁ3ﬁ1b7tﬁﬁﬁiE%’ TR R BN R S~ T
R

7 BpTat > FTRT LA E - (REEZE (PEIING ) BLACERIR RHTAIE
TOTEAR BRI GBI ERRE b > TR T IR T B RS TR B Y
SHREFF - RSB SRS - TR - (REIZR
TERREA B kR 1B

TEH-BEA R P EEE I A HR P s WS ]
»’;_’rﬁ%ﬁ,}i ...... —jﬁl;',b Pt E AR BPRT ER R WapEE o
BOPEREPRTRTE Y LT 0 i B ALE R Rk
A AT R ki PR (FF § > 20100 F 84)

tesh - 2 ChEIRSE ) —EIt > (REFREZERS A &=
T RGO Ry B iy - AITEIRARE A e - SRR SRR TRlE U
WERRE T + Jf&nds BUTAMERE TR - B g e =8 -
BHHDISETERISCAZUER S » ] B LR SR Ry ERGHY T i (R
RABMERRGE BT LS > HORZHBEREL - (REZER
A AE Zamt T [F] chang-d —— I 3CHY B/ (5789 ~ $8M%EE > 2008 > H
125) - MEZALAIEEEAE - ok T ARG EE 7 HF2EE
AHVE AR AR - MIRSMERYSRFR RS RIS > Bt emE
S 7 g LS R EHEERER

581 > BRRBFEAIFILREIVE TR > RMTEGERRHZE 2R



WERE AP E RS (PRI HAr 81

ISR S IR R g LB S B ATEEN LA 2 A T RIERERER
EETATET IR > S T HEEESEARIRS » R ERRIERERE
# (Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 1712-1778) Firf 1Ay H 2R 2 [0 78 (AT

2010 5 PRAZER 0 1929 5 BRIEEL > 2008) < (HPEIALGL) B 1755 4F &
WM R T8y CERTHEREEERGT ) (Discours sur les sciences et les arts) ~

i NIEAR S AHEIERIERRE ) (Disconrs sur Porigine et les fondements de linégalité
parmi les hommes) » {EIBELZEE - B E e ERIGE S » ol Rl ~

RIEZA A G748 A= S SR G GFRY A0E © [EE R RIR
Z Pl AR H R DL B R B 15 B R 4 S BA S Y R A
A RERAYA B - 482 iss T aviE - B LIEHHCHE
AR Ry - BRI BN S [ TR AW » Hh a4 TR
7 o NILERBZENER (PEIILR ) —BIEF - R AR R LI ERATT
> MAEEI R ZIE RS EOFREEAR T B - (HEEE S E L RAAEE
Ry BRI AR <~ BTG s B4l - B i R R R H B R
[1] -

&Rz 0 REIZE (HPEILS) —BIEEH T HESPEIEER T RIS
FOREG: ~ EHETERYER - WIEMR AR HA A s e 3R Y o BB
TYEAYRGIL - EFR EAAEBFEREER - BEEHEAE R DERRDE
B¢ RN g eI E - HIRRDEBISEE AR - (REILL)
—BIT R ZSR S B ey B T S e 2R (L T—ML
2 51991) o

PRIELZ AN - IVEEEREH - (RS GBERIGL) AR - IR
R T E AR BB R (GO > 2010) o EERREIIA Tiw
PR EE LIRSS » FERE - RZIER GBIRANGE) - TR Rsrsl
ARFEE A AR B TR IRGETE S N B SRl se e AL e —
B o (HPEILSL) FIRMEIE A A LR KR E - BAEREENINT
AR o REZE (B —BIrES TR —REE
- AIRFEEOESE - WARIE R SEFEE PG - [EVARER



82 miHE FAE FM

Fia > EERFAYEER - G O SSAY 20H B rOR B R - UE R
BB > WH Rt PEIEED (40 T —JLEE > 1991) - [EAh » EREZR
BRG] - SRR A ERESRE  eARIEZ - 2
(A BB SO 2 NGk (Voltaire, 1755) » RIIE T T S &HLLE) -

e EATal > PRI LASER - BSOS EESLIEE » oEEE -~ SRR ERE S
AYSAS » HoARE - A\IEERIEARE > HiE8(t > HBIEE - frEas
FOUF RSB S BT - SR ER AT (&R > 2000) 5 MRS
Aa] DIHEE RO — RO BRI - i T WA RS BRSSO b iE i - ¥
BIGHETE U TV EE T ERE » EARTRIEE T - AFEAVE]
A L BHYSE(L (Pavis, 1996; Schechner, 2002) < RIL » R/
e ARSI R Fab 2 [RARBER AR RE CEA E et s
HEHVERS > FEAVEEEEE - IREECRES > JIE TP REVER - Fr
EIRAESSUERHE SRS - EER ST E L ERE 2k -

fe bHARE > BIRHZE L (TEIPL) ETW5EE > FTES A A
i > PREZE (P B ) —BITESR & Ry TP oCREE - A S b ANBRE -
FERY - fFRRE S ERRBERILRERR TS I R KT KT
AT T XAERECHERIERERMT -

W

+ (HEIARSE ) AIHRERT T

W 0 B MIERCE - i~ TER >~ Bk o (REEH) -
(ERErAC il ) REBRAMNIESD - BREIESN - it 22 - B,
SRR - WARE A TR RERIE R h - BUT AR IS
£ WHEERH > sRED QAU EE ERSEE RETEHEE
iR CBRFERR FH20) T30 - Bigimbatt - INoCBRZ IR > &
EOBEIE (PROW) FRAFRLE - 199 F% > REFif %
1955 F > Al R ARREE A > WHEE X E RIS RS



WERE - AP ks (PRI HEr 83

558 > 1967 FERHEE -7

1939 4F > SRAERIREZREY (PETINE ) SRS fE B (1
FHH) HE o Az Ry (REET) - &RA R (FEILR) > 1942
FHMEBEIFEHRETA - REAREF T B - M ZFTIE T HIE
(RELGL) 2N Roall 1 5RITA (1867-1959) (FHERRAIALE) (1937)
—HEATZERIREE - L UM AR ESEGRI TR LS -

RITCA e PRI AL E— U EREAY) - AT ERFRIRS S EIE
BE > EE AR T B NEERREAE AR S R U E AR
fEon » RITERNK (TERBFHIALL) ZI% > ILEEFESEERTY - b
NEERSY - REME (S2EE) ~ () - (BEISR) Hibf > DU
7B RS SRR RE o T PERKER, &
HEE (FRITH > 1937 H2-3) - S8R T /\RiE - HoEafE 7128
BAUAZE - RITERRBERSE AR T R EAFSHIEKR - M7E
EPERREFCHEERE - L FHEECFERES > IMERER
i (FRITHE > 1937 H 2-3) o

e B N2 EEATAVREE - A& TREREZRS (h
BUALSE) > FSRITEGRSE LI E B > REA VAR o AR
it > REZRCER (PEIILSE) - SRESCHISS GRS EF & - AlaT B
RS 7 EARER - Eharst TR —C 2B TR R Tty
FEEEE ) BT THAERL (REREE - 1977) - RER (FE
i) T EFet » AR SR — M Bl S B R et B
BRI ERIHES:  DUR SRR R & - R E - RE A0 -

ZRm g RA WRATT 0 ¥ - AR B 1949 E (s r o MRS 1960 £ gy o
FaE e (2000) -

SERAGRAE (ME AL ) P hd TARAENG B £ L0 AR REFER
By deeh AN A g G Lt Afend Ao B IPRET R BT R B
ARk REFRAARN-BIFRI DA F L ER o F L e §
R LWE o G E R R e ’Jlgrs.;'.s.;vja!m‘/;t o FAIWEAIL T
AFRERLIEA 0 - BRPERENS cFLAME A F S ENG T AEAY E
EARDAR D ERF A PRFTFAPLAARE D BR2FAPAGF A
AP FER KA (ARG R E- p | (BERFH 19370 F 2-3)




84 HEawmok Bk FM

BE—BEIF i Z BRI BRREN S T IREIZR - L E e B AR EL
%l > TREERIE— AV EBIEME - (E5 R GG EE - SR

PLERsRE# B IRERE LRV ATA - AT R E ST ?
SR A ST (HREIALGE ) BHEE - Dl T EERkEE , B ORES
1942 - 5 1) {EfATERAY (PEIILR ) BEEE A e RAVETRE ? HEA
FEREEFIE AT 7 P % EEfgaa ? AE TSI FeEEs -

BEEFE > ARESEMAVERATIRYE TREFLEEHP

A BIR AR ERE S ER LRI AR INE - G HFET5

(R IRHVB T ~ N~ BARNE =5 NEGMER) - MR REZR
DIFFBIP BB AR R T ASEEl o EEEER OO - TR
B VIRBHVEEEBIA . (GRER > 19420 H51) ° R AR R RE
HHIERE - RHERRILEIRRR THCL > KA T IRIERIREH Gt
2010 » EH 199) -

BESE > B RE R A SR SRS A Y TP OGEAR > M ] 343R
EAFE 2k -

B JeskEKIBE B S M - RE A ZEEA o R R ZRE R
HAREEAME - AELRF ST - FEFERRGEUE R AL
FEASHRHEZE 2 - =~ BIRRIB 2Ttk — B g X - ke 5iE
JEES

BP R R RSCEL A R R RE I EN (LR R
FEEZamt b EH) L ARE L BA 0 e d Al

FE A e e (REEF19420F 1)

SR 7 ek e L BRI Y I TP B H B DK AR T 2 B B
ERIGE - RE R ZRRE T 5l 0 ARG i A 45
FREBENESEMER - IREEA TS - [BIERRAIIIEE R RE



WERE - AP E ks (PRI HEr 85

MR " AT LA AR, Y CEdRfr > 20100 H 76) o (RS EE A DUER
ie 0 e A R R TR RS R AR R o AR - DL ERYBIT
A - B BB S B EAGHIAYEEIE EUEAERE o fEE R Mt AT UG
th > SEEPTEEEH RIS > AU RAAEIEEE R A T RIR - &&E
ey (HEILG) TERER 7 se AR -

P WY (PEILR) SOREISRE L EIEE - iTE g%
WRE ARG E R RNBIA RO TR -

B (KRR (FELG) BREEARKE TR GEEALE) -
BZRH R HEARES AT B R e Y TP > SRS 7Re Z Bl T ST - & e TP
AHVARE > SHREZRFCCET T e sUAVERE » 050 AR R
AP EIR LR “Lempire” » SREDIEERR " AR, REREIT
SREITRICFIL - KRR - RE R AR TR, - BUIE—
FBNG  JRIUE

Songe au Roi que tu dois conserver. (Voltaire, 1755, p. 13)
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L’univers n’étoit pas, Seigneur en votre main;
Elle étoit pure alors, me fut présentée;

Apprenez qu’en ce temps je I’aurais acceptée. (Voltaire, 1755, p. 40)
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Nous remettrons bient6t au chef de la Corée

Ce tendre rejeton d’une tige adorée

11 peut ravir du moins a nos cruels vainqueurs

Ce malheureux enfant, I’objet de leur terreur.

1l peut sauver mon Roi. Je prends sur moi le reste.(Voltaire, 1755, p. 12-

13)
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Qui peut vous inspirer ce dessin? (Voltaire, 1755, p. 56)

Vos vertus. (Voltaire, 1755, p. 56)
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