Digital Librariesfor Humanities Scholars: An empirical study of users information behaviors

Shan-Ju L. Chang
Associate Professor, National Taiwan University

Email: glin@ccms.ntu.edu.tw

While user-centered design has been emphasized, much of the discussion of
digital librariesis concerned about choosing Web-based technology to create a
digitized collection and establish related infrastructure.  An investigation into the
potential users of acommunity-based digital library suggests that some critical social,
ecological and cultural aspects of information-related behavior of those users need to
be taken into account for adigital library to accomplishitsgoals. This paper reports
on an empirical study of scholarly communication among users of the Taiwan
Historical Archives and how those scholars and researchers find and use information.
Several design principles are suggested based on the findings of such user study.
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