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Abstract

The purpose of this study is aimed to explore the elementary school students in Taipei on
the demographic variables of gender and grade level; their views of implementation of newspaper
behavior, including learning motivations, learning preferences and frequencies; and their self-
assessment of effects on newspaper-in-education that included broader views, better interpersonal
relationship, civic literacy, expression ability, problem solving ability, and increase of vocabulary.
The study involved elementary school students participated in "the Newspaper in Education in Taipei
Elementary School Education Project" in 2008.

The results showed that elementary school students do not differ in gender and grade level in
their opinion of newspaper in education, but differ in self-assessing the learning outcomes. This study
suggested that adequate teaching strategy for newspaper in education should be gender-and-grade
specific, and at the same time should promote teacher-student collaborative teaching and learning
to help students construct knowledge management capabilities in order to achieve the objectives of
newspaper in education.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Newspaper reading is a great way to
promote reading among school children. The
Department of Education of the Taipei City
began the newspaper-in-education program
in 2009 (Department of Education, Taipei
City Government, 2009). In Taiwan, the
teaching of reading usually aims at enhancing
students’ linguistic abilities (Chung, 2009).
Few studies have researched on students’
perceptions toward and the outcomes of
newspaper-in-education. This study thus

focused on how elementary students in Taipei

perceive newspaper reading behavior as well
as the relationships between gender and grade
and student perceptions of the outcomes of

newspaper reading.

2. Methodology

The study population was the students of
the 25 elementary schools that were sponsored
by the Taipei City Government in 2008 for
newspaper-in-education. The newspaper
used for the education was the Mandarin
Daily News, a newspaper targeting children.

One school from each of the twelve districts
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of the Taipei city was randomly selected.
Together with the lead school of the program,
thirteen schools formed the pool of the student
population. Only selected classes received
newspaper-in-education in those schools. For
each school, one class was randomly selected
for the questionnaire survey. A total of 400
students were surveyed, of which 382 valid
returns were used for later analysis.

The questionnaire contained questions that
were based on a previous survey (Mandarin
Daily News, 2008) and asked about students’
motivations for newspaper reading, timing,
frequency of reading, and perceived
outcomes. Four-point Likert Scale was used

for the assessment.

3. Findings
3.1 Newspaper reading behavior and perceived
outcomes

Based on the chi-square analysis, the
following aspects of newspaper reading
behavior showed significant variances in
distribution (Table 2).

As to the perceived outcomes of
newspaper reading, Table 3 showed the items

that demonstrated significance.

3.2 The relationships between demographic
variables and newspaper reading
This paper focused on two variables
(gender and grade) and examined their

relationships with the perceived outcomes of

Table 1. Questionnaire Content

Variables Question no. Question or Statement
Demographics 1-2 Gender; Grade
Motivations 3 What is the main reason for you to read the Mandarin Daily News?
Timing 4 When do you usually read the Mandarin Daily News?
Frequency 5 How often do you read Mandarin Daily News per week?
Outcome 6 Newspaper reading allows me to see different social customs in Taiwan.
Outcome 7 Newspaper reading provides topics for chatting with classmates.
Outcome 8 Newspaper reading makes me understand that children can also
contribute to the society.
Outcome 9 Newspaper reading helps me to compose better.
Outcome 10 Newspaper reading helps me solve daily problems.
Outcome 11 Newspaper reading helps me to learn more words.
Outcome 12 Newspaper reading is important; I would recommend newspaper

reading to others.
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Table 2. The Chi-Square Test of Newspaper Reading Behavior

Options diosl;)rsiiruvtfizcc)ln ’ d]i:_:t(rlziflttfi:(()ln X df=2)

Reasons for reading the Mandarin Self-motivated 246 64.7 126.7
Daily News Recommended 19 50 126.7
by classmates 205016

Demanded by the 115 30.3 126.7

teacher

Timings for newspaper reading Class breaks 215 56.7 126.3
Lunch break 30 77 1263 137.815

After school 135 35.6 126.3

Frequency for newspaper reading ~ Everyday 179 474 126.0
1-2 times a week 112 29.1 126.0 35.190""

3-4 times a week 89 235 126.0

#% p < 001

newspaper reading. In regards to the gender
variable, chi-square test showed no significant
variance (Table 4).

As to the relationships between gender
and perceived outcomes of newspaper
reading, results showed five items with
significant variances.

For the variable of grade, Table 6
shows the chi-square test result of grade and
newspaper reading behavior.

As to the relationships between grade
and perceived outcomes of newspaper reading,
answers to all items demonstrated significance

in variances (Table 7).
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4. Conclusion

The analysis showed that, for the
elementary students in Taipei, motivations
and frequency of newspaper reading did not
vary by gender, but the perceived outcomes of
newspaper reading did. As to the relationships
to grade, reading motivations did not vary by
grade, but reading frequency and the perceived
outcomes did vary.

The self-reported data constituted a
limitation of the research and its findings. Future
research may consider using in-depth interviews
or focus group to enrich the data or to adopt
an experimental design to study the behavioral

changes and outcomes of newspaper reading.
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Table 3. Chi-Square Analysis of the Perceived Outcomes of Newspaper

Observed Expected , ..
Item Category number number % (df=3)
Newspaper reading allows me to Totally agreed 202 53.0 95.0
see different social conventions Mostly agreed 150 396 950
in Taiwan. . 290.568
Mostly disagreed 16 42 95.0
Totally disagreed 12 32 95.0
Newspaper reading provides topics for Totally agreed 165 434 95.0
chatting with classmates. MOStly agreed 146 38 4 950 "
. 157.200
Mostly disagreed 42 11.1 95.0
Totally disagreed 27 7.1 95.0
Newspaper reading makes me Totally agreed 200 52.8 94.8
understand that children can do Mostly agreed 146 385 4.8
something for the society. , 273.929"
Mostly disagreed 19 4.7 94.8
Totally disagreed 15 4.0 94.8
Newspaper reading helps me compose Totally agreed 215 56.6 95.0
better. Mostly agreed 108 284 950
. 246.505
Mostly disagreed 27 7.1 95.0
Totally disagreed 30 7.9 95.0
Newspaper reading helps me solve Totally agreed 117 30.8 95.0
daily problems. Mostly agreed 161 424 950
. 100.989
Mostly disagreed 72 18.9 95.0
Totally disagreed 30 79 95.0
Newspaper reading helps me learn Totally agreed 198 52.0 95.0
more words. Mostly agreed 113 29.8 95.0 e
. 194.463
Mostly disagreed 45 11.9 95.0
Totally disagreed 24 6.3 95.0
Newspaper reading is important; I Totally agreed 225 59.1 95.0
would recommend it to others. Mostly agreed 113 298 95.0 .
) 297.347
Mostly disagreed 15 4.0 95.0
Totally disagreed 27 7.1 95.0

#4% p < 001
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Table 4. Gender and Newspaper Reading Behavior
Male

Female

Item Category (N=196) % (N=184) % ¥ (df=2)
Reasons for reading the Self-motivated 116 59.2 130 70.7
Mandarin Daily News Recommended by classmates 10 5.1 9 49 5911"
Demanded by the teacher 70 35.7 45 24 4
Timings for newspaper Class breaks 121 62.0 94 51.0
reading Lunch break 14 72 15 82 4.777"
After school 61 30.8 75 40.8
Frequency for newspaper Everyday 98 50.3 81 442
reading 1-2 times a week 60 30.2 52 279 3718"
3-4 times a week 38 19.5 51 279
“p> .05
Table 5. Gender and Perceived Outcome of Newspaper Reading
Item Category ( 1\12 2111966) % (I;\ZIIZT) % ¥ (df=3)
Newspaper reading allows me to Totally agreed 87 44 .4 115 62.5
see different social conventions Mostly agreed 94 48.0 56 30.5 17146~
in Taiwan. Mostly disagreed 6 3.0 10 54 '
Totally disagreed 9 4.6 3 1.6
Newspaper reading provides topics Totally agreed 98 50.0 67 364
for chatting with classmates. Mostly agreed 56 28.5 90 48.9 17.142"
Mostly disagreed 27 13.8 15 8.2 '
Totally disagreed 15 7.7 12 6.5
Newspaper reading makes me Totally agreed 100 513 100 543
understand that children can do Mostly agreed 74 379 72 39.1 310"
something for the society. Mostly disagreed 12 6.2 6 33 '
Totally disagreed 10 4.6 6 33
Newspaper reading helps me Totally agreed 106 54.1 109 592
compose better. Mostly agreed 60 30.6 48 26.1 2 530"
Mostly disagreed 12 6.1 15 8.2 '
Totally disagreed 18 9.2 12 6.5
Newspaper reading helps me solve Totally agreed 68 347 49 26.6
daily problems. Mostly agreed 74 37.8 87 473 9065
Mostly disagreed 33 16.8 39 21.2 '
Totally disagreed 21 10.7 9 49
Newspaper reading helps me learn Totally agreed 98 50.0 100 543
more words. Mostly agreed 50 255 63 342 12.149"
Mostly disagreed 30 153 15 8.2 '
Totally disagreed 18 9.2 6 33
Newspaper reading is important; I Totally agreed 104 53.1 121 65.7
would recommend it to others.  Mostly agreed 62 31.6 51 27.7 10.921°
Mostly disagreed 9 4.6 6 33 '
Totally disagreed 21 10.7 6 33

"p>.05.p<.05 p<01

165



Journal of Library and Information Studies 12:1 (June 2014)

Table 6. Grade and Newspaper Reading Behavior

Middle High
Item Category graders %  graders % $(df=2)
(N=65) (N=314)
Reasons for reading the Self-motivated 41 63.1 204 65.0
Mandarin Daily News
Recommended by 3 46 16 51 -
classmates 154
Demanded by the 21 323 94 299
teacher
Timings for newspaper reading ~ Class breaks 62 954 152 48.6
Lunch break 0 0 30 92 48.1227
After school 3 46 132 422
Frequency for newspaper reading Everyday 6 92 173 554
1-2 times a week 12 185 100 314 107967~
3-4 times a week 47 72.3 41 13.1

“p>.05.""p< 001

Table 7. Grade and Perceived Outcome of Newspaper Reading

Middle High
Item Category graders % graders % % (df=3)
(N=65) (N=314)
Newspaper reading allows Totally agreed 50 779 150 47.8
me to see different social  \jogly agreed 11 16.9 139 442
conventions in Taiwan. . 23.571
Mostly disagreed 0 0 16 5.1
Totally disagreed 4 6.2 9 29
Newspaper reading provides Totally agreed 32 492 132 42.1
topics for chatting with  njog1y agreed 30 46.2 116 36.9 .
classmates. . 10.379
Mostly disagreed 3 4.6 39 12.4
Totally disagreed 0 0 27 8.6
Newspaper reading makes me Totally agreed 42 64.6 157 50.2
understand that children  \jog1y agreed 23 354 123 392 .
can do something for the . 9.203
society. Mostly disagreed 0 0 18 5.8
Totally disagreed 0 0 16 4.8
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Newspaper reading helps me Totally agreed
compose better. Mostly agreed
Mostly disagreed
Totally disagreed
Newspaper reading helps me Totally agreed
solve daily problems. Mostly agreed
Mostly disagreed
Totally disagreed
Newspaper reading helps me Totally agreed
learn more words. Mostly agreed
Mostly disagreed
Totally disagreed

Newspaper reading is important;  Totally agreed
I would recommend it to

Mostly agreed
others.

Mostly disagreed
Totally disagreed

50
15

21
35

44
18

53

w

76.9 164 522
23.1 93 29.6 -
18.424
0 27 8.6
0 30 9.6
324 95 30.3
53.8 126 40.1 .
11.174
4.6 69 220
92 24 7.6
67.7 153 48.7
27.7 95 30.3 o
13.526
0 45 14.3
4.6 21 6.7
81.6 170 54.1
13.8 114 36.3 -
17.190
0 15 4.8
4.6 15 4.8

p<.05. " p<01."p<.001
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