B &4 & F135 %28 (2015.12) H209-226
doi:10.6182/jlis.2015.13(2).209

CGamah) TEBTRIE = 2 A PR BLES I R 38

The Author of the Analects: An Exploration Inspired by
Michel Foucault

ZIEE

Hsuan-l Liu'

W
AWFEBHEBE R AT EE R L - BT EE S - R —5BIR
IR U BRI — R TES  ARTFELL (Gidl) 20/R P SCPERbiToeE e -
ST HERRRN A B S - BERFREE S S e - il 7B Gt ) MRIRR - AbT5ehy
—PRERMENTIE - TP A H BB S A R R R e (1 50— A R FEAE -

BSET 2 (A~ LT RIS

Abstract

Inspired by Michel Foucault’s author-function theory (Foucault, 1984), this exploratory study
aims to re-examine the concept of author. Central to the study is the case of Confucius and his role in
authoring the Analects. The research method employed is content analysis, through which the contents
of individual passages in the Analects are analyzed to determine “who” is speaking and, in turn,
whether Confucius may be considered the author of the Analects. As intended, the study provides a
fresh perspective for future knowledge organization systems.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

According to some authoritative dictionaries,
the most common and intuitive understanding of
“Author” is the creator of a work. However, the
relationship between author and work is much
more complex than may be assumed in the field
of knowledge organization. The concept of author
has evolved in the historical development of
cataloguing rules.

Whether in the Eastern or Western world,
the concept of author has changed over time. It
could be the voice of God in Ancient Greece, a
creative genius during the age of Rationalism,
or a self-admiring reciter/chanter, behaving in
an authoritative and egocentric way in the age
of Romanticism. Michel Foucault (1926-1984)
shared his insights by identifying the concept of
author of literary and scientific works (Foucault,
1984). He wrote that only scientific works needed
an author name to legalize research achievement
in the Middle Ages. Not until the 17th-18th
centuries did literary works begin to emphasize an
author’s name. At the same time, the importance
of the author function for scientific works waned.

From ancient China to the present, there have
been different concepts of “author” discussed

by Chinese scholars. It is found that most works

were nameless in early history, and the concept
of intellectual ownership had not yet formed.
There was also a special concept of author for
divine persons, whose work was sacred and the
ownership open. Many were involved in the writing
activity, but none of them claimed to be author,
except the divine person. The famous example is
Confucius (L. 7+, 551-479 BCE), the great teacher
and sage in Chinese history.

With respect to the Western world, the famous
French philosopher Michel Foucault believed that
an author name is not only a component within
a discourse, but also affords some functions to
characterize the form of discourse and to reflect
the prevailing social and cultural atmosphere.
Foucault proposed four functions of an author
name, and the term called “trans-discursivity” that
may be used to describe one who is the author
of his own works and who also inspires certain
schools or theories. Foucault took Freud and Marx
for examples, who were not only authors of their
works but also lead subsequent discourses and
formed agreement and disagreement arguments.

Confucius is similar to Freud and Marx
in that he was a trans-discursive author, but
belonging to Eastern culture. Confucius represents

the mainstream thought of Great China and

Note. This extended English abstract is supplied by the author and approved by the special issue guest editor.
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Confucianism. The Analects is a recognized
classic work of Confucianism. According to
public understanding, the Analects are collective
discourses of Confucius and his students. However,
is Confucius the author of the Analects? Or is this
purely an author name or some other implied author
functions in the sense suggested by Foucault?

A quick survey of bibliographic data about
the Analects from domestic and foreign online
library catalogues found that there are different
kinds of author name in the author entries,
including Confucius and other persons. It clearly
showed that there is no consistency or consensus
in today’s knowledge organization practice with
regard to the author identification for the Analects.

Inspired by Michel Foucault’s author-function
theory, this exploratory study aims to re-examine
the concept of author. Central to the study is
the case of Confucius and his role in authoring
the Analects. The study expects to provide a
different perspectives for future knowledge

organization systems.

2. Methodology

The study employs content analysis through
which the contents of individual passages in
the Analects are analyzed to determine “who is
speaking” and the form of discourse. According to
the content of each passage, the main speaker or
speakers are identified. For example, if Confucius
expressed his opinion in a passage, then the form
of discourse is “Confucius soliloquy” and he is
the main voice of the discourse; if a discourse
is the conversation between Confucius and his
students, they are all main speakers and the form

is “Confucius-Disciples dialogue,” and so on.

Extended Abstract

3. Findings

More than half of the passages (52.2%) in
the Analects are “Confucius soliloquy,” and the
rest of the forms of discourse are “Confucius-
Disciples dialogue” (17.4%) and “Disciples
soliloquy” (7.8%), to name the top three occurring
forms. There are passages without discourse,
just narrative. Further, there are fourteen forms
of discourse aggregated into four categories of
voice: (1) Confucius; (2) Disciples; (3) Officials;
(4) No speakers within the passage. Excluding the
passages without identified speakers, the passages
belonging to Confucius account for 88.5%, the
disciples account for 10.63%, and the officials
only 0.87%.

In summary, Confucius is the most active
speaker in the Analects. The Analects is full of
his thoughts, discourses and conduct despite
the fact that he was not the one who wrote

down the text.

4. Conclusion

This exploratory research borrowed Michel
Foucault’s point of view in re-examining the
concept of author in the case of the Analects.
According to the research results, the Analects
is dominated by “Confucius’s voice”; he was the
main speaker in the Analects, which has spread the
truth for further generations. The words and deeds
of Confucius were inherited by Mencius (%1,
372-289 BCE) and Xun-zi (-, 313-238 BCE),
and have affected the development of Chinese
culture for thousands of years. The results from
this study support that Confucius is an author of
the Analects in the Foucauldian conception.

Foucault once commented that perhaps there
will be a future system that operates without
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using author names. This kind of system does not
necessarily focus on author name, but it identifies
and classifies works by function and form of
discourses. However, the actual features of this
system are beyond the scope of this research.
The study is mainly driven by re-examination of
the concept of author in the field of library and
information science, and could be helpful for

knowledge organization practices.

% - Hrm

BIRShFHE T{EH , (author) R

AR - IR (EERE AR & R 7 4L )
(xR - fEERRRE TRl A ~ T

NEHRSNEMAIENA L ( TEE, &
HHa) 5 (4B e ) (Oxford English
Dictionary, OED ) fi#fEk " A writer, and senses
relating to literature.; (“Author,” 2015a) ;
WordNetB#Zi B "someone who originates or
causes or initiates something ; (“Author,”
2015b) 5 (HEREERD) £ox o TEETRAIE
SR~ Bl BRI, C TIEE L
HHEb) o B b AT g - FE — s Ry %
i~ EEREEA - SR ERRAITEE - R
1 [ F &N S R - R Bl SRR A Y
IR - MEERVE R IIRE » DURAEE B
ZERIRATR - B — YRR RIE f 2ot - Bk
B H AR AR RS 8 e - (FEIM S HE
FERE 7 — shiEag - WO F IR He H R RTE &=
4 (title) - BIEFEEEHSE (catalogue) Hhy
B B AR SRIR Ry B B H W % - Ak
DIMEE R SCRREE T (literary unit) - KL

TEEILIRERR 7 & (finding) [EE - EZEAH
W EVEE®ES (collocating ) SUBREETCAYLY
AE (Cutter, 1904) - ££ E—{HHOR - BIFEE
fET &3 (International Federation of Library
Associations, IFLA) AT " HHCERIBET
>k 4 (Functional Requirements for Bibliographic
Records, FRBR) * DINBEHAACRIEE TS
BHEZE @ (The Joint Steering Committee for
Revision of AACR, JSC) iy (& e
#352) (Resource Description and Access, RDA )
(Joint Steering Committee for the Development of
Resource Description and Access, 2009) - £ E{#8
i T EE B R % TR RR -
HEARmPI - MFEBPE - #EK
W — BIRF AR T AR © #7985 (2009) fEHZ%
PR B T U E S B e - ORI TR
BURIFREI LT - IR - Aok B et fE
BEFE TS AL o HEET S ERE R
& TEEMEFA L BT HEMETEEEA (17-
1814 ) - fEEWAEIER " MRS,
RIEIEE B RfFE 2 " BEEAIE 1y
KA 1 5 BITREEREFA (18-191H42) -
TE# R — 805 B BB 305 - BRI X
HIK s AEEEARE (modern period) » %
6l 7 5 v S E B PO B i B R - (AT
(Michel Foucault, 1926-1984 ) ¥HARHELEL ¢
BrfEE B e A - PiEidE - AR
BATBEEEL - HUEEAEBEREN
IR 5 BT 17- 1 8Tt A A - SCERAE LB
IR FENAT » ZRPREIITEE DRE
BRI A - IR By 2 isai R R i R a2
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WEHGE ~ DRSPS BRI
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8 Ry EERY - ESAIFTERER BRI - (A
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THEEHTEE) » (R A AR BRI S
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TEHEEREAN BRI FAER - SER
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FHiC#HPHE I ErEEH (heading)
(Pettee, 1936) o

IFLA Study Group on the Functional
Requirements for Bibliographic Records
(1998) By " FH H i #% Th E 7 K |
(FRBR) ' DL "B (entities) |, ~ &
M (attribute) ; ~ T BHf% (relationships) |
AR IR E HE R - BRE
FE B8 JB8 1k T Y SR P - BAGRAZ 48—
fldl DL b B 8 o PR B AR o DUEE & & AR By

M B A MSEIR R - Frdt By H &k HEC Bk
B RSEY) L [FRIRFR (Green, 2001) -
FRBR & HECSRIVE 7 R = - Hhig
TR BB AIFREE A  RET
fE— - B HHERUEREE R (tem)
A FEHEEE (manifestation) ~ BRARERE
(expression) ~ BEEITE(ELL (work) RO
A EHE - 20084 » IFLA Working Group
on Functional Requirements and Numbering

of Authority Records (2008 ) FEH#EH! ™ HERL

TR LREREK ;. (Functional Requirements

1

B - & H SR S AL - HAR AL

—>>) Work

»» Expression
> Manifestation
> Iltem
Isownedby |
o Person
Is produced by o
Is realized by -
> Corporate
body
Is created by -

Bl— FRBRE_(EEfEHES(TRAG

BRI ¢ “Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records: Final Report,” by IFLA Study Group
on the Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records, 1998. Retrieved from http://
archive.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf
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for Authority Data, FRAD) - DIFRBRZE —fH
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# o (EEWMEMAE ) (AACR2)
(Joint Steering Committee for the Revision of
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BN ERIAREE - RS FELEE
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Ao (BB (=0 ) (B
EHEBL/EEMEIR A » 2005) EHNE
FHHUR Ry - AHE R ARG - HARLSE
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&~ #ET ~ BIEREE ) ZIFE - 1B ~ 8
W SRR EER B -
BB " &L SR, (RDA)
JREHETFRBRES AHE H H i B E L Ry
BATR - FIER T3 2 skYRZH# P (Joint
Steering Committee for the Development of
Resource Description and Access, 2009)
1 —FR - A4S - BlliE (created by) o
HiiE (edited by ) ~ Z¥ff (issued by) ~ #a
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H RO SR A i B AR - SR A=Y
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Brook, Barry S.
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Lot, Ferdinand, 1866-1962
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Migratory Birds Conservation Division of the Canadian Wildite Service, with assistance from the Soclety of
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Canada, [20004

Authorized access point

Daughters of St Paul
Authorized access point
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with the work for: They

Canon Law Society of America

the body i
written and illustrated by the Daughters of St Paul. A mhlllnn of Bible stories
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Authorized access point

commissioned by the Canon Law Society of Amaerica , edited by James A, Coriden, Thormas J, Grieen, Dos

body for: The Code of Canon Law | a text
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“Resource Description and Access,’
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