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Word-Frequency-Based Vocabulary Generalization
for Mandarin-as-a-Foreign-Language
Texts for Beginners

Ya-Ying Huang

Beginner textbooks play an important role in learning Chinese. However
many foreign learners feel confused and bewildered because of cultural and
geographical differences. Although in the past lots of researchers contributed
towatrds word-frequency and vocabulary, in the market few textbooks are com-
piled based on word-frequency. Using the statistics of modern Chinese
word-frequency this study aims to find a common denominator in beginner
Mandarin textbooks in China, Hong-Kong and Taiwan, and further provide a
reference for instructional design and editing materials. In addition, this study
comments on differences of vocabulary between China and Taiwan: the be-
ginner textbooks could bring together the most common vocabulary in China
and Taiwan, and the differences in vocabulary caused by environment and cul-
ture could become supplementary teaching materials. That way learners and
teachers can choose suitable textbooks. This method can improve the function
and practicality of beginner textbooks. Finally we expect to lift Mandarin text-
books in Taiwan out of their increasingly marginalized role.
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Biigs 1 ChBROK A R s i SRa TR 80% M Ay HHA R

TR o
WE WP || g i () | | BN R (%) | B (%)
1 ;;'% 162 810 0.12220% 735 168 0.02554% -79.11%
2 1 237 631 0.09522 784 | 155 0.02356 -75.25
3 M 318 473 0.07137 661 196 0.02980 -58.25
4 % 342 438 0.06609 641 203 0.03086 -53.31
5 A 345 435 0.06564 685 186 0.02828 -56.92
6 5 354 423 0.06383 759 162 0.02463 -61.42
7 = 360 415 0.06262 648 201 0.03056 -51.21
8 ﬁ 362 412 0.06217 738 166 0.02524 -59.41
9 5% 363 411 0.06202 838 139 0.02113 -65.93
10 | 380 396 0.05976 692 184 0.02797 -53.19
11 pidll 389 387 0.05840 791 153 0.02326 -60.17
12 423 391 387 0.05840 686 186 0.02828 -51.58
13 bir 399 376 0.05674 672 191 0.02904 -48.82
14 = 411 367 0.05538 743 165 0.02508 -54.71
15 a 418 363 0.05478 666 194 0.02949 -46.16
16 *:I» 419 363 0.05478 766 159 0.02417 -55.87
17 &= 422 360 0.05432 956 113 0.01718 -68.38
18 B% 438 341 0.05146 1,016 102 0.01551 -69.87
19 pas 442 339 0.05115 624 | 209 0.03177 -37.89
20 b/ 446 333 0.05025 767 159 0.02417 -51.90
21 B 454 323 0.04874 634 | 204 0.03101 -36.37
22 =1 459 317 0.04783 690 185 0.02812 -41.21
23 it 461 316 0.04768 637 204 0.03101 -34.96
24 7)fk 462 314 0.04738 684 186 0.02828 -40.32
25 ng 472 305 0.04602 704 180 0.02736 -40.55
26 iR 497 288 0.04346 747 164 0.02493 -42.63
27 W% 505 280 0.04225 1,008 103 0.01566 -62.94
28 = 507 277 0.04180 629 | 207 0.03147 -24.72
29 1 508 276 0.04165 646 | 201 0.03056 -26.63




98 PRI 5 B
Biigsk 1 rPBROKRE R s i SRa TR 80% MR v HEAR ()
Fl 1l [ =2
Al fE | R R R (%) | B B R () | B (%)
30 i3 510 275 0.04150% | 1,337 61 0.00927% -77.65%
31 = 512 274 0.04135 772 | 158 0.02402 -41.91
32 = 516 270 0.04074 622 | 210 0.03192 -21.64
33 # 520 268 0.04044 951 | 114 0.01733 -57.15
34 & 522 268 0.04044 725 | 170 0.02584 -36.10
35 3 525 266 0.04014 751 163 0.02478 -38.27
36 YA 526 266 0.04014 656 | 199 0.03025 -24.63
37 = 528 | 265 | 003999 | 1216 | 75 | 0.01140 -71.49
38 H 529 265 0.03999 0 0 0 -99.99
39 2] 534 260 0.03923 645 | 202 0.03071 -21.73
40 fit 540 257 0.03878 674 | 190 0.02888 -25.52
41 B e 542 257 0.03878 1,055 95 0.01444 -62.76
42 it 546 252 0.03803 925 | 119 0.01809 -52.43
43 B 547 250 0.03772 847 | 138 0.02098 -44.39
44 Bt 554 246 0.03712 654 | 200 0.03040 -18.10
45 F 555 245 0.03697 714 | 175 0.02660 -28.04
46 iy 558 243 0.03667 746 | 164 0.02493 -32.01
47 i} 560 243 0.03667 818 | 146 0.02219 -39.47
48 o 567 237 0.03576 691 | 184 0.02797 -21.79
49 i 568 237 0.03576 830 | 141 0.02143 -40.06
50 i 569 237 0.03576 633 | 205 0.03116 -12.86
51 73 570 236 0.03561 711 177 0.02691 -24.44
52 I12] 580 232 0.03501 803 | 149 0.02265 -35.30
53 7&K 581 232 0.03501 635 | 204 0.03101 -11.42
54 23 582 232 0.03501 768 | 159 0.02417 -30.96
55 #i 583 231 0.03486 861 | 133 0.02022 -42.00
56 B 584 230 0.03471 764 | 160 0.02432 -29.92
57 bi) 589 228 0.03440 651 | 201 0.03056 -11.19
58 JiES 590 228 0.03440 723 | 171 0.02600 -24.44
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Biigsk 1 rPBROKRE R s i SRa TR 80% MR v HEAR ()

Fl 1l [l =8 ]

WE WP || g i () | | BN R (%) | B (%)
59 [l 593 226 0.03410% 827 141 0.02143% -37.15%
60 1L 594 225 0.03395 852 136 0.02067 -39.11
61 #HE 595 225 0.03395 719 172 0.02615 -22.99
62 IR 597 224 0.03380 1,439 52 0.00791 -76.61
63 =) 599 224 0.03380 681 188 0.02858 -15.45
64 % 602 222 0.03350 1,065 94 0.01429 -57.34
65 Be 605 218 0.03290 856 134 0.02037 -38.08
66 it 609 217 0.03274 679 188 0.02858 -12.72
67 $ 610 217 0.03274 653 200 0.03040 -7.15
68 i 611 217 0.03274 875 130 0.01976 -39.65
69 k 615 216 0.03259 730 169 0.02569 -21.18
70 =) 617 215 0.03244 933 118 0.01794 -44.71
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100 5] H70k PG
Bigsk 2 PR ke 2 R AT S0% Y H T AR AE SR
B [ ]
Al fE | R R R (%) | B B R () | B (%)
1 1] 103 | 1,199 | 0.1809% | 207 | 670 | 0.10190% -43.70%
2 7K 111 | 1,159 | 0.1749 188 | 724 | 0.11010 -37.07
3 i 114 | 1,138 | 0.1717 321 | 456 | 0.06932 -59.63
4 e 121 | 1,065 |  0.1607 252 | 584 | 0.08878 -44.76
5 il 122 | 1,050 | 0.1584 222 | 649 | 0.09866 -37.73
6 5 123 | 1,048 | 0.1581 156 | 847 | 0.12880 -18.58
7 25 131 | 1,009 | 0.1523 169 | 781 | 0.11870 -22.02
8 & 133 | 998 | 0.1506 356 | 407 | 0.06187 -58.92
9 = 136 | 989 | 0.1492 220 | 651 | 0.09896 -33.69
10 il 137 | 980 | 0.1479 298 | 489 | 0.07434 -49.73
11 Jiji 142 | 945 | 0.1426 216 | 655 | 0.09957 -30.17
12 s 146 | 928 | 0.1400 375 | 380 | 0.05777 -58.75
13 ER) 150 | 893 | 0.1348 263 | 568 | 0.08635 -35.92
14 i 151 892 | 0.1346 309 | 480 | 0.07297 -45.79
15 ] 152 | 890 | 0.1343 178 | 753 | 0.11450 -14.76
16 4 153 | 867 | 0.1308 183 | 740 | 0.11250 -14.01
17 5 154 | 867 | 0.1308 166 | 795 | 0.12090 -7.62
18 17 155 | 862 | 0.1301 187 | 729 | 0.11080 -14.80
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Migk 3 Fus e 2R ETHT 80% N H I FAHA SR

i £
WE WP || g i () | | BN R (%) | B (%)
1 15} 333 464 0.06994% 646 201 0.03056% -56.31%
2 H) 340 447 0.06737 643 | 202 0.03071 -54.42
3 S 343 438 0.06602 763 161 0.02448 -62.93
4 5 363 408 0.0615 666 194 0.02949 -52.04
5 =1 408 356 0.05366 690 185 0.02812 -47.59
6 I= 416 353 0.05321 722 171 0.02600 -51.14
7 IR 420 351 0.05290 684 186 0.02828 -46.55
8 }'E: 421 350 0.05275 691 184 0.02797 -46.98
9 %= 430 341 0.0514 622 210 0.03192 -37.89
10 4 432 340 0.05125 634 | 204 0.03101 -39.48
11 % 448 326 0.04914 1,065 94 0.01429 -70.92
12 Rz 466 312 0.04703 762 161 0.02448 -47.95
13 = 469 309 0.04657 693 183 0.02782 -40.27
14 fﬂ 471 303 0.04567 747 164 0.02493 -45.41
15 e 478 297 0.04477 892 126 0.01915 -57.21
16 Z‘Z 485 295 0.04446 713 175 0.02660 -40.17
17 5% 489 293 0.04416 664 195 0.02964 -32.88
18 1B 490 291 0.04386 627 | 207 0.03147 -28.26
19 a5 492 290 0.04371 639 | 204 0.03101 -29.05
20 &R 508 283 0.04265 733 168 0.02554 -40.13
21 Eig 513 279 0.04205 719 172 0.02615 -37.82
22 || 514 278 0.04190 705 180 0.02736 -34.70
23 = 527 270 0.04070 1,052 95 0.01444 -64.51
24 *:I» 528 270 0.04070 766 159 0.02417 -40.61
25 Tk 529 269 0.04054 637 204 0.03101 -23.51
26 E2 530 269 0.04054 768 159 0.02417 -40.38
27 532 268 0.04039 688 185 0.02812 -30.38
28 it 539 264 0.03979 651 201 0.03056 -23.21
29 1H 540 263 0.03964 1,478 50 0.00760 -80.83




102 8] 10k PG
bitsk 3 Fb AR A 80% M H T AR (D
F L
S | e | sk (%) | R | Y R (%) | (%)
30 ED 547 259 0.03904% | 695 | 182 0.02767% -29.13%
31 # 550 257 0.03874 951 | 114 0.01733 -55.26
32 2 553 257 0.03874 897 | 125 0.01900 -50.94
33 i 555 256 0.03859 891 | 126 0.01915 -50.36
34 =1 558 254 0.03828 641 | 203 0.03086 -19.39
35 = 567 251 0.03783 1,407 55 0.00836 -77.90
36 & 568 | 250 0.03768 753 | 163 0.02478 -34.24
37 uf 570 | 250 0.03768 642 | 203 0.03086 -18.10
38 B 572 249 0.03753 667 | 194 0.02949 -21.42
39 1A 576 245 0.03693 628 | 207 0.03147 -14.78
40 it 579 243 0.03663 674 | 190 0.02888 -21.14
41 = 581 243 0.03663 629 | 207 0.03147 -14.08
42 = 582 242 0.03648 624 | 209 0.03177 -12.89
43 g 583 241 0.03632 1,096 89 0.01353 -62.75
44 R 584 240 0.03617 71 177 0.02691 -25.62
45 5 591 237 0.03572 1,237 72 0.01095 -69.36
46 BUE3 593 235 0.03542 837 | 140 0.02128 -39.91
47 e 594 | 234 0.03527 657 | 198 0.03010 -14.66
48 i 595 234 0.03527 736 | 167 0.02539 -28.02
49 % 596 233 0.03512 676 | 190 0.02888 -17.75
50 uh 597 233 0.03512 656 | 199 0.03025 -13.86
51 ELS 599 232 0.03497 714 | 175 0.02660 -23.92
52 )& 603 | 228 0.03437 883 | 128 0.01946 -43.38
53 el 606 | 228 0.03437 648 | 201 0.03056 -11.08
54 & 607 228 0.03437 2,000 26 0.00395 -88.50
55 5 608 228 0.03437 755 | 163 0.02478 -27.89
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s, I A B RESEE # B R K A 103

Miigk 4  Fus 2R ETET 50% 1 H P AR

i £
e e | | g () | e | R () | B (%)
1 i 52 | 1,840 0.2773% 610 217 0.03299% -88.11%
2 & 117 | 1,136 0.1712 475 295 0.04485 -73.81
3 bk 124 | 1,061 0.1599 213 661 0.10050 -37.17
4 = 126 | 1,053 0.1587 165 801 0.12180 -23.28
5 A 128 | 1,042 0.1571 169 781 0.11870 -24.40
6 m 130 998 0.1504 216 655 0.09957 -33.81
7 @ 137 952 0.1435 234 628 0.09547 -33.47
8 H 140 941 0.1418 187 729 0.11080 -21.86
9 i 141 939 0.1415 198 709 0.10780 -23.85
10 E 143 932 0.1405 179 753 0.11450 -18.51
11 [eIE] 144 932 0.1405 176 763 0.11600 -17.43
12 i3 145 927 0.1397 175 764 0.11610 -16.88
13 7K 147 921 0.1388 188 724 0.11010 -20.71
14 %5 148 915 0.1379 247 599 0.09106 -33.97
15 & 150 907 0.1367 230 633 0.09623 -29.61
16 A 151 906 0.1366 172 772 0.11740 -14.06
17 F 152 902 0.1360 201 703 0.10690 -21.39
18 il 153 900 0.1357 269 547 0.08315 -38.70
19 =] 154 897 0.1352 221 649 0.09866 -27.03
20 W 156 895 0.1349 167 784 0.11920 -11.65
21 g 157 893 0.1346 164 808 0.12280 -8.74
7 ISR A AR A ] S0 158 [ TR, [y SR AN
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LB ~ ST ] S0 ™ 1A 4 Fih > SRR 50% i H 4 A
| 17 | s | o) 708 R e

1] e pH 1| ¥
2| K -+ T 2 | F
3 & 304 - pH
4 1 4| =
51 & 50 B | =i A- q -
6 | 1% 6 | fm 1
7B = - 7| f# = -+
8 | & 8 | K P =
9| E 9| i - P
10 | fHl 10 | 2
11 | Jm .| 11 | §H
12 | ¥ 12 | pE
13 | R 13 | 7% -+ r
14 | &4 14 | 35
15 | [ 15 | 1% +
16 | & SO 16| A
R - S A 17| F =
18 | K P = 18 | i A

19 | &

20 |

21 g - P
HEF 6/18 5/18 HE 11/21 8/21
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For IR SRR 2 B e P A 105

Bk 6 JErPBIK R b A vl s N s i e A — B R B b e

G
| ma | om | DT ?ﬁ B (PR
SR | R | R i P
1 = 185 2,529 2,682 - (D
2 B 429 815 657 S
3 & 454 691 819
4| = 483 787 766
5 i 486 681 631
6 p 495 908 745
7 il 499 935 644
8 5 508 743 727
9 | & 514 1,645 807
10 fféj‘ 515 1,313 997
11 i3] 531 860 687
12 | B 542 784 617
13 5| 548 813 722
14 | % 559 1,501 878
15 g 566 803 618
16 7k 572 924 1,162
17 B 577 757 826
18 | 3= 579 654 694
19 E 585 817 776
20 Tk 590 627 672
21 = 595 639 933
2 | e 597 763 647
23 | M 601 632 676
24 BE 602 684 748
25 #, 615 840 832
26 = 616 713 823
27 | 18 618 731 955
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