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Usage and Comprehension of Adapted
Chinese Text: “Grandson, It’s Time to Go
to Bed” as a Teaching Example

Ling-Wan Tsai

With the reform of the 12-year compulsory education system, Chinese
textbooks have been rewritten, re-examined, and republished. However, the
adaptation of textbooks presents several challenges to teachers. This study
explored practical instruction to understand teachers’ use of adapted textbooks
and its effect on students. By using text adapted from Hsiao Hsiao’s “Grandson,
It’s Time to Go to Bed”, this study examined teachers’ instructional process and
students’ learning status. Through a case study analysis of observational records
of instruction and students’ worksheets, this study demonstrated the following:
1. teachers were required to adjust and use the adapted textbooks. Comparison
of the original text with supplementary texts could enhance students’
comprehension, critical thinking skills, and appreciation of the work. 2. The
incompleteness of the chapters and paragraphs in the adapted textbook affected
the students’ reading comprehension. Adding the original paragraphs helped the
students comprehend the theme. This paper also provides suggestions based on
the results as a reference for teachers using and adapting textbooks.
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