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The effectiveness of Child-Directed Speech on
Improving the Ability of Language Expression of

Preschool Children with Hearing impairment

Chen, Jheng-Ting Huang, Yu-Chih
Student Teacher Professor
Chenggong Elementary School Department of Special Education,
Tainan Municipal National Pingtung University
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of child-directed
speech training on improving the ability of language expression of preschool children
with hearing impairment. = A withdrawal design of a single case study was
implemented in this study. Participants was one three-year old child with hearing
impairment in Pingtung City. The child-directed speech training program was 14 weeks
and twice a week for 60 minutes of each time. The training program included: thematic
language activities, the choice of key words and design scenarios, to promote
vocabulary understanding of the analogy language. The data were collected from
samples of children's language, interviews with parents and teachers, anecdotal records.
It was found that the children’s vocabulary and spontaneous expression and
communication ability have improved after the child-directed speech training. In the
daily life communication, the number of words used and the number of spontaneous
expressions were continued to increase, and the participants effectively generalized the
learning to family and school interactions. And, there was some micro improvement
of speech intelligibility as well. Parents and teachers also confirmed that child-directed
speech training has a positive impact on improving the language expression ability of
the preschool children with hearing impairment. According to the main findings, some

suggestions regarding to teaching and further research were proposed.

Key words: child-directed speech - preschool children with hearing impairment ~

language expression ability
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