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Information for Authors 

General  

The Journal of Modern Transportation (JMT), formerly known 

as Journal of Southwest Jiaotong University (English Edition) 

started in 1993, is a fully peer-reviewed international periodical in 

English for publication of technical and professional articles on 

analysis, planning, design, technology, economics and operations 

of transportation and traffic systems. Specific topics cover rail 

transportation, magnetic suspension and evacuated tube trans-

portation, highway and traffic engineering, air transportation, ur-

ban transportation, intelligent transportation systems and informa-

tion technology, materials science and engineering, and interdis-

ciplinary transportation research in applied physics, mechanics, 

environmental science and engineering, economics, etc.  

This journal is indexed and abstracted by INSPEC in UK, 

CSA in America, Zbl MATH in Germany, and disseminated on 

Web through Chinese Journal Full-text Database (CJFD) of 

CNKI, Wanfang Data, Chongqing VIP Information Database, 

Taiwan Electronic Periodical Services (TEPS), etc. 

JMT mainly publishes original articles, invited reviews, case 

reports, short communications, and scientific letters within the 

journal’s scope. The publication date is on the 30th of Mar., Jun., 

Sep., and Dec. of every year. Contributions and subscriptions 

from all over the world are welcome. 

 
Submission of Manuscripts 

JMT operates an online submission and peer review system 

that allows authors to submit articles online and track their pro-

gress via a web interface. Authors are encouraged to submit their 

manuscripts via online submission at http://jmt.swjtu.edu.cn. 

Sending manuscripts via E-mail (jmt@home.swjtu.edu.cn) will 

also be accepted.  

Initial submission  

Your initial submission should include the full text of your pa-

per, along with: 

A Copyright Transfer Agreement on transferring the copyright 

to JMT with signature of all authors (The Copyright Transfer 

Agreement Form can be downloaded from http://jmt.swjtu. 

edu.cn/EN/column/column19.shtml), and 

A Cover Letter from the corresponding author that  

1. States that the manuscript has not been and will not be 

considered for print or electronic publication elsewhere 

other than as an abstract in any languages. 

2. Give a brief introduction to the novel findings of this work. 

3. Supply with names of 4-6 individuals who are experts in 

near related topic to the work for qualified reviewing for the 

manuscript. Suggested referees should not be from the 

same institutions as the author(s) to avoid afflict conflict of 

interest. For each potential reviewer please provide com-

plete addresses including postal codes, fax numbers, and 

E-mail addresses. Authors are also permitted to request 

that the journal excludes one or two individuals or laborato-

ries. The journal sympathetically considers such requests 

and usually honors them, but the editor’s decision on the 

choice of referees is final. 

4. A declaration on submitting the manuscript with the signa-

tures of all authors and the contact information of the cor-

responding author, including complete address, telephone 

number, and E-mail address. 

Submission of revised manuscript 

Submit revised manuscript which marked all corrections via 

E-mail with a letter to answer the reviewer and editor’s comments.  

The accepted manuscript must be prepared according to the 

final format of JMT. A Microsoft Word file template for prepara-

tion of manuscripts is available at http://jmt.swjtu.edu.cn, and 

also can be supplied by editors.  

Proofreading 

Once the manuscript has been accepted, the corresponding 

author will receive PDF proofs and are responsible for proof-

reading and checking the entire article. Authors should correct 

only type-setting errors, and no major alteration of the text could 

be accepted. Page proofs must be returned within 48 hours 

to avoid delays in publication. 

 
Review Process and Acceptance 

All articles are subject to strict peer review organized by the 

journal. Editors will forward your submission to several inde-

pendent referees for review. The reviewers will make a recom-

mendation regarding acceptance. They also may request revi-

sions prior to acceptance. Final acceptance or rejection decision 

resides in the Editor-in-chief of JMT. In general, the review proc-

ess takes up to 1-2 months from the date of submission, and the 

Editors will make every effort to reach a decision on a manuscript 

within this timeline. If revisions are required for further considera-

tion for publication, we generally allow three months for revisions 

and only one round of revisions will be considered. If your paper is 

accepted for publication, one of editors will send you a formal let-

ter of acceptance asking you to prepare and submit a final manu-

script using the file Template of JMT. 

 
Manuscript Preparation 

Text components of the manuscript should be prepared with 

Microsoft Word 2003 and typed on only one side of A4 paper with 
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1.5 line spacing using 10 Pt Time New Roman font, with all pages 

numbered. For authors originating from China, one copy of the 

Chinese translation of the manuscript is also required (excluding 

references). Required information for each of the manuscript sec-

tions is as follows: 

Title page 

Title page should include title, author(s), and affiliation(s). The 

manuscript title should be concise and informative (removing all 

unnecessary words), not longer than 150 characters (including 

space), emphasize what is NEW, and avoid abbreviations. The 

name, professional title, affiliation (institution), city, zip code, and 

country of the author(s) should be given. Authors should be 

listed in full name, beginning with the first name or initials fol-

lowed by the family name. If the authors are affiliated to different 

units, the affiliation sequence should be in the same order of the 

author list, marked at the right upper corner of the author names 

using 1, 2, 3, etc. Corresponding author’s name, full postal ad-

dress, telephone and fax numbers, and E-mail address should 

be provided.  

Abstract 

An informative abstract of not more than 250 words must ac-

company each article on page one. It should be a concise sum-

mary of the aims, methods, results, and conclusions and/or other 

significant items (e.g., any important new quantitative data) in the 

paper. Together with the title, it must be adequate as an index to 

all the subjects treated in the paper, and will be used as a basis 

for indexing. It should be understandable without reference to the 

rest of paper, and contain no citation to other published work. 

Avoid displaying mathematical formulas. Define all nonstandard 

symbols and abbreviations. Do not use footnote indicators. 

Summarized results should be exact, direct, and specific.  

Key words 

Please list 3-8 pieces of words or phrases for cross-indexing 

this article. 

Text 

Text should contain an Introduction that puts the paper into 

perspective for readers. For most article types, the rest of the 

main text should be structured into Methods, Results, Discus-

sion, and Conclusions, and should include appropriate figures 

and tables. Data should be presented in the body text or figures 

and tables, not both. The SI system must be used for units of 

measurements throughout the text. Abbreviations, acronyms, 

and symbols must be fully defined the first time they are used in 

the paper; the definition should be given first, followed by the 

abbreviated term in parentheses. 

Figures and Tables 

Figures and tables should be self-explanatory; i.e., the content 

of diagrams, tables and charts should be meaningful and under-

standable without extensive reference to the text of the article.  

 Numbering of Figures and Tables: Figures should be 

numbered in sequence according to the order of citation in 

the body of the paper, using Arabic numerals 1, 2, 3 and 

so on, each followed by a figure caption and positioned 

under figure. Tables should be numbered in a separate 

sequence, also according to the order of citation and us-

ing Arabic numerals, each followed by a table title and po-

sitioned above table. If required, parts of figures should be 

labeled with lowercase letters in parentheses, e.g., (a), (b), 

etc., with captions presented.  

 References to Figures and Tables: Figures and tables 

should be mentioned clearly in the main text. References 

to figures in text should use the abbreviated, capitalized 

forms "Fig." or "Figs." References to tables should be 

written out in full and capitalized. Example: In Figs. 2(a) 

and 3, the results presented in Table 1 are depicted 

graphically.  

 Position of Figures and Tables: Figures and tables 

should be incorporated into the main text, positioned in 

the section where they are first mentioned.  

 Capitalization in Figures and Tables: Headings, sub-

headings, and other elements in tables should be treated 

like titles: the first letter of the first word should be capital-

ized, and all other words should be lower case unless 

they are commonly capitalized. Labels in figures may be 

capitalized or written in lower case, as long as a consis-

tent style is used. 

 Color, resolution and size of Figures: Color should not 

be used for distinguishing data in line diagrams; instead 

use lettering, numbering or different types of line (full, 

dashed, dotted, etc.) or data point (square, triangle, cross, 

etc.). Note that light colors do not reproduce well when 

printed in black and white and could therefore make your 

data indistinguishable. For manuscript in revision stage, 

adequate figure resolution is essential to a high-quality 

print and online rendering of your paper. The minimal 

resolution is 300 dpi for grayscale and color images, and 

600 dpi for combination art (lettering and images). Color 

figures should be prepared in CMYK mode. Generally fig-

ures should not exceed 8 cm in width, and the maximal 

width should not exceed 16 cm. Do not place a box or 

ruled frame around a finished figure.  

 Type of Tables: Tables should be drawn with three hori-

zontal lines, at the top and bottom of the table and be-

tween the column headings and the table body. The 

number and caption should be over the Table. Tables 

should supplement, not duplicate, the text.  

Mathematical Expressions and Equations  

 Display vs. In-Text Equations: Short mathematical ex-

pressions may be run into the text of the paper. Long or 

important expressions and equations should be displayed. 

Displayed equations should be indented 4 mm. If an 
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equation is too long to fit across one column, it should be 

broken after an operation or a relation symbol.  

 Numbering of Equations: Display equations to be cited 

in the text should be numbered with an Arabic numeral in 

parentheses, placed flush right. A group of related equa-

tions may be assigned a single number, which should be 

centered vertically to the right of the group. If a paper in-

cludes appendices with numbered equations, each ap-

pendix should have its own numbering sequence: (A-1), 

(B-1), and so on. 

 Italic vs. Non-Italic Characters: Numerals are set in 

non-italic type. Abbreviations and language-specific terms 

used as subscripts are also generally set in non-italic type. 

Variables are generally set in italics. 

 Scalars, Vectors, and Matrices: In general, scalar vari-

ables are set in italics, vector variables are set using bold, 

italic, lower-case letters, and matrix labels are set using 

bold, italic, upper-case letters. Bold vectors should not 

have arrows above the letter symbol.  

 Fractions: To minimize line spacing problems, fractions in 

text should be set with a solidus (forward slash “/”) on one 

line. Fractions in display equations should be stacked, but 

fractions in superscripts or subscripts may again use the 

solidus.  

 Spacing of Numbers: Numbers of four or more digits on 

either side of a decimal point should be grouped into sets 

of three digits. EXAMPLE: 2 487.9, 73 568.087, 0.188 25.  

 Punctuation of Equations: Equations should be punctu-

ated as part of the sentence to which they belong. Thus, 

they will often be followed by a period or a comma. 

Grouped equations should be separated by commas.  

 References to Equations: References to equations in 

text should use the relevant number enclosed in paren-

theses, preceded by “Eq.” or “Eqs.” which is the abbrevi-

ated form of “equation” or “equations”. EXAMPLE: In Eqs. 

(3) and (4), the value of a is negative. Eq. (5), however, 

presents a different result. 

 Definition of Variables: All variables should be defined at 

first use, either in the text or in a where list associated 

with the equation. 
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Only essential references (journal article, monograph, pro-

ceedings, dissertation, report, standard, patent, and/or elec-

tronic publication, which were formally published) cited in the 

text can be listed in the order of their first mention in the text, 

and numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals in square 

brackets. Personal communications and unpublished data are 

not acceptable references. 

Listing Authors: Author’s names should be listed in natural 

order (first name or initials followed by last name). List all au-

thors unless there are four or more authors, in which case only 

the first three authors should be given, followed by “et al.”  

Listing Editors and Translators: If both an author and an edi-

tor or translator are listed, the editor’s or translator’s name, 

preceded by “ed.” (edited by) or “trans.” (translated by), should 

follow the title of the work, separated by a comma. EXAMPLE: 

F.R. Amdur, Simulated Biological Materials, ed. Jim Lauber and 

J.L. Bertrand,… 

Listing Publisher: Whenever a publisher is listed, the location 

(city and province or state) of the publisher and the year of pub-

lication should be included. 

Listing Issue Numbers, Dates, and Locations: Whenever 

possible, journal references should include both issue number 

(volume and number) and issue date (year). Conference pro-

ceedings should include conference location (city and province 

or state) and conference date (month and year).  

Non-English Articles: References published in non-English 

should be translated into English, with the original language in-

dicated in parentheses at the end of the reference, e.g., “(in 

Chinese)”. For non-English references, if an English title is not 

available in the original work, author(s) should translate the tile 

into English with great care to avoid misinterpretation of the 

original title. 
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Copyright and Permission 

Copyright transfer: To enable the publisher to disseminate 

the author’s work to the fullest extent, the author must sign a 

Copyright Transfer Agreement transferring copyright in the ar-

ticle from the author to the publisher. Without this we are un 

able to accept the submission. A copy of the agreement to be 

used (which may be photocopied) can be downloaded from 

http://jmt.swjtu.edu.cn and through links in the online submis-

sion system. Copies may also be obtained from the journal 

editors.  

Permission grants: If the manuscript contains extracts, includ-

ing illustrations, from other copyright works (including material 

from on-line or intranet sources), it is the author's responsibility 

to obtain written permission from the owners of the publishing 

rights to reproduce such extracts.  

The Copyright Transfer Agreement Form should be uploaded 

as “Supplementary files not for review” with the online submis-

sion of your article.  

If you do not have access to a scanner, further instructions 

will be given to you after acceptance of the manuscript.  

Submission of a manuscript will be held to imply that it contains 

original unpublished work and is not being submitted for publica-

tion elsewhere at the same time. Papers published in JMT are 

protected by copyright, and cannot legally be published elsewhere 

in any forms without written permission from JMT. 
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After papers are published, JMT will pay remuneration and 

send copies of the journal to the author(s).  

For more information, contact us through 

Tel: 86-28-87600847 (Editor) 

 86-28-87600550 (Office) 

 86-28-87600552 (Managing editor) 

Fax: 86-28-87600552 

E-mail: jmt@home.swjtu.edu.cn  

Website: http://jmt.swjtu.edu.cn 


