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Publication Policies

Copyrights Policy

Authors retain the copyrights of published manuscripts and will grant Malaysian Journal of Chinese
Studies a license to publish the articles and identify the journal as the original publisher, and any third party
the right to use, copy, edit, adapt, reproduce, sell and/or distribute reproductions of, display, publicly perform,
make available, communicate and distribute Content (in whole or part) and/or to incorporate it in other works
in any form, media, or technology now known or later developed capable of sub-license to other entities. This
will ensure ease of dissemination of information. Authors who do not wish to grant this license should indicate
so when submitting their manuscripts.

Rights for Authors and Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies
In consideration of the publication of the article, the authors assign to Malaysian Journal of Chinese
Studies all copyright in the article, subject to the broad personal-use exceptions described below.

Attribution and Usage Policies

Reproduction, posting, transmission or other distribution or use of the article or any material therein, in any
medium as permitted by a personal-use exemption or by written agreement of Malaysian Journal of Chinese
Studies, requires credit to the journal as copyright holder (e.g., Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies © 2024).

Personal-use Exceptions

The following uses are always permitted to the author(s) and do not require further permission from
Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies provided the author does not alter the format or content of the articles,
including the copyright notification:

« Storage and back-up of the article on the author’s computer(s) and digital media (e.g., diskettes, back-
up servers, Zip disks, etc.), provided that the article stored on these computers and media is not readily
accessible by persons other than the author(s);

« Posting of the article on the author’s personal website, provided that the website is non-commercial;

* Posting of the article on the internet as part of a non-commercial open access institutional repository or
other non-commercial open access publication site affiliated with the author’s place of employment; and

* Posting of the article on a non-commercial course website for a course being taught by the author at the
university or college employing the author.

Publication Ethics and Malpractice Statement

The Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies abides by the standards on publications ethics based on the
recommendations of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).

The Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies does not levy any processing or publication charges on authors.
Manuscripts submitted for consideration should adhere to the conditions below:
Originality: Submitted manuscripts should not have been published in other languages except
in the form of an abstract, a conference handbook, an academic thesis, or that substantial parts of the
manuscript have already been published or submitted elsewhere without declaration. Data and materials
should be authentic and not have been falsified or fabricated.
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Plagiarism: Manuscripts should not use and present ideas from other authors or sources without
acknowledgement or giving credit to the original works. The Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies keeps a
strict policy on plagiarism. Manuscripts guilty of plagiarism will be subjected to unconditional rejection or,
if published, will be retracted. The author(s) concerned will henceforth be blacklisted by the Editorial Board.
Recycling: Authors’ rights to recycle from their own published works are limited by copyright laws. Authors

should not use their own published works without quoting from the original.

Responsibilities of Authors

1.

Originality and Plagiarism - Manuscripts must be original works and free from plagiarism. Authors
must confirm that the manuscript is not under review elsewhere and is not submitted elsewhere until the
editorial decision process is complete.

Authorship of the Manuscript - Authorship of a manuscript should be limited to authors who have made
significant contributions.

Conflict of Interest - Authors must declare if there are any potential conflicts of interest in the manuscript.
Authenticity - All data submitted by the authors to the article are real and authentic. Manuscripts with
suspected fraudulent data will be returned or retracted if published.

Acknowledgement of Sources - Authors must properly and accurately acknowledge the work of others.
Manuscripts must include accurate and complete references.

Data Access and Retention - Authors may be requested to provide raw data for editorial review. They
should be willing to grant public access to such data whenever feasible.

Submission Guidelines - Author(s) must follow the Submission Guidelines below.

Review Process — All manuscripts are subjected to peer review. Authors are advised to recommend two
potential reviewers by providing their names, affiliations, and email addresses. Persons invited to review
the manuscript are not necessarily from the list.

Revision — Authors must revise the manuscript as recommended by peer reviewers and upload it to the
online system within 60 days. A revised manuscript received after this period will be considered as a new
submission.

Responsibilities of Editors

L.

Review Decision - The Editorial Board completes a preliminary desk-review to decide whether a
manuscript is to be forwarded for review within a month.

Relevant reviewers are appointed to perform a review of the manuscript based on a standard set of
criteria.

The author will be informed of the outcome of the review within 30 days. The Editorial Board reserves
the right to make a final decision on the manuscript. The author is required to act on the recommendations
of the reviewers as well as suggestions of the Editorial Board.

Fair Play — A double-blind review is adopted and the identity of the authors of manuscripts and the
reviewers is confidential.

Review Report - Editors’ decisions to the author should be accompanied by the reviewers’ objective
comments and free of offensive remarks.

Disclosure and Conflicts of Interest - Editors and any editorial staff must not use materials in a submitted
manuscript for their own research without the author’s written authorisation.

Misconduct and Disputes - Editors will be guided by the COPE flowcharts if there is suspected misconduct
or disputed authorship.
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Responsibilities of Reviewers

1. A formal invitation letter to review will be sent to each reviewer. Upon accepting the invitation to review,
the reviewer is expected to complete and return the evaluation report to the Editorial Board within two
months.
The review is confidential and will be conducted objectively and professionally, without prejudice and bias.

3. Acknowledgement of Sources - Manuscript reviewers must ensure that authors have acknowledged all
sources of data used in the research. Any kind of similarity or overlap between the manuscripts under
consideration or with any other published paper of which the reviewer has personal knowledge must be
immediately brought to the editor's notice.

4. Review Report — Reviewers’ reports will contribute to the editorial decision on the suitability of the
manuscript for publication. Reviewers should express their views clearly with supporting arguments.

5. Disclosure and Conflicts of Interest - Reviewers should refrain from reviewing manuscripts involving
conflicts of interest with any authors, companies, or institutions associated with the papers.

6. Ethics - Reviewers should also comment on ethical questions and possible research and publication
misconduct.

Open Access Policy

New Era University College publishes fully open access journals licensed under the Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License. Articles are freely available for anyone to copy, share, and adapt provided
the original work and source is properly cited in accordance with publication ethics and best practices of
scholarly publishing.

Please refer to Creative Commons Attribution-No Derivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-ND 4.0) license,
<http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/>, at Creative Commons website <http://creativecommons.
org/licenses>.)

Submission Guidelines
The Malaysian Journal of Chinese Studies welcomes the submission of manuscripts on topics within the

aims and scope of the journal and based on original research.

1. The author(s) should own the copyright to the work being submitted and that it has not been published or
being considered for publication elsewhere in printed or electronic form.

2. The manuscript should be submitted via https://mjcs.newera.edu.my in Microsoft Word files in Times
New Roman font size 12 for the text and prepared in British English. It should contain a concise title,
an abstract of 100 to 250 words, and a list of up to five keywords. It should not exceed 10,000 words,
inclusive of tables, charts and diagrams, notes, list of references, and appendices.

3. Book reviews should not exceed 2,000 words and should include a short title on the subject matter, the
name of the author, book title, city/publisher, year of publication, total number of pages, and ISBN.

4. The submitted manuscript should include a note on the author indicating the full name, highest
qualification, position, affiliation, and email address. Where there are multiple authors, the corresponding
author should be identified.

5. It is the responsibility of the author to obtain permission to reproduce copyrighted materials such as
diagrams, charts, maps, and tables.

6. The manuscript should adhere to the APA Style.

For further formatting and referencing aid, please consult the Publication Manual of the American

Psychological Association, Seventh Edition, 2020. (https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines)
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Stylesheet
The journal format is primarily based on the APA Style. Authors should adhere to this style as closely as
possible.

1. Title page

Title of paper, author’s name in the order of last/family name, first name, middle name/initial(s). Identify
the first author with an* and the second with two**, etc. and their affiliations (position, department, university).
Chinese authors should also state their names in the Chinese characters.

2. Abstract
The abstract should be between 100 and 250 words to state the purpose, method, results and conclusion of
the article in a concise and informative manner.

3. Keywords
Placed below the Abstract and labelled
Keywords: (indented and in italics) with three to five keywords in lowercase

4. Headings

All headings should be clear and concise and follow a logical sequence. Avoid having more than four
levels of headings.

First-level heading: centred, bold, and initial capital letter for important words

Second-level heading: flush left, bold, initial capital letter for important words

Third-level heading: flush left, bold italic, initial capital letter for important words

Fourth-level heading: indented, bold, initial capital letter for important, and period.

5. Illustrations

Original illustrations such as maps, graphs and other diagrams should be numbered consecutively as
figures and black and white photographs as plates. All illustrations should be accompanied by brief captions
and, wherever appropriate, acknowledgements of sources or copyright, and placed below the figure or plate.
All illustrations should be reproducible to conform to a page size of 180 cm x 240 cm.

6. Statistical Tables

Tables are numbered consecutively and complete with captions. Source references, if any, must be stated.
Measurements and statistics should be given in metric units.

All illustrations/figures/tables must be separated from the text. Indicate clearly in the typescript where each
illustration/figure/table will appear.

7. In-text Citations
Use the Author-date citation system for each work used in the text, tables, figures, notes, or appendices.
Examples:
(a) Parenthetical citation: (Author, year)
* Single author: (Palanca, 2018)
» Two authors: (Lee & Jackson, 2019)
* Three or more authors: (Lee et at., 2017)
* Group author: (Department of Statistics Malaysia [DSM], 2010). Subsequent citations: (DSM, 2010)
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(b) Narrative citation: Enclose the year in parenthesis: Palanca (2018)

(c) To cite two works by the same author(s) in the same year, add “a” and “b” to the year,
e.g. (Wong, 2019a), (Wong, 2019b), or (Carstens & Zhang, 2015a, 2015b).

(d) To cite authors with the same surname, state the initials: (M. Freedman, 2018);
(A. L. Freedman & Jackson, 2018)

8. Footnotes

Footnotes are shown as “Notes” and placed before the list of References. Notes identified in the text with
superscript Arabic numerals arranged consecutively in the order of the callout number. Footnotes are used only
for explanatory purposes and should be precise and concise.
To refer to a source in an earlier Note X, state (see Note x).

Notes may be used to provide information on selected Chinese names or phrases that appear in Pinyin in
the text. Identify with a footnote transcript for the first appearance of such names or phrases, e.g. junzi. In the
note, the term is shown in Chinese characters (F ). This is to overcome possible confusions arising from
alternative interpretations of the term in the Pinyin version.

9. References
Arrange the list of works alphabetically by author and placed under “References” according to the format
below:
9.1 Names of Authors and Date of Publication
(a) Author(s): State the author’s last or family name, followed by the initials, e.g. Palanca, Ellen (2018).
 Chinese names, state the surname, followed by the initials of the two- or three-character personal
name, e.g. Zhang, J.; Xu, L.-P.
¢ Indian and Malay names, depending on personal preferences, personal name is followed
by the father’s name or vice versa.
* For two or more authors, separate the last name by an ampersand (&): Lee, B.-H. &
Jackson, Donald (2019).
* For three or more authors: (Lee et at., 2017)
(b)Date of publication:
* year only
* year, month
* year, month and day
* No date: (Author, n.d.)
(c) Date of publication in a Webpage on a website with an individual author:
* Author (year, month and day)
* Retrieved dates: (month day, year) Retrieved October 1, 2020, from https://xxxx

9.2 Books, Periodicals and Online Sources
(a) Books
* Song, Ong Siang (1967). One hundred years’ history of the Chinese in Singapore.
University of Malaya Press. (First published in 1923).
« Edited books
...In E. E. Editor (Ed.), Title of book (pp. xx—xx). Publisher.
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...In E. E. Editor (Ed.), Title of book (2nd ed., Vol. 1, pp. Xxx—xx).

...In A. A. Editor & B. B. Editor (Eds.), Title of book: Vol 1. Volume title (2nd ed., pp.
xX—xX). Publisher.

Wang, G.-W. (1990). Merchants without empire: The Hokkien sojourning communities.
In James D. Tracy (Ed.), The rise of merchant empires: Long-distance trade in the Early
Modern World, 1350-1750, (pp. 400—421). Cambridge University Press.

(b) Periodicals

Provide the periodical title, volume number, issue number, and page range or article number. Capitalise
and italicise the title of periodical using title case, followed by a comma (not italicized), and the volume
number in italics.

The issue number (if any) is enclosed in parentheses but not italicized, followed by a comma and page
range. The page range consists of en dash “~” and not a hyphen, followed by a period, e.g.

Author, A. A. & Author, B.B. (year). Title of article, Title of Journal, 10(2), 1-11.

10. Other Bibliographic Details

On the use of italics, numerals, ordinal numbers, punctuation marks,
percentage symbol and currency, etc., please consult the Seventh Edition of the APA Publication Manual
(https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines).

Current Issue
Vol. 13, No. 2 2024

Past Issues

Vol. 13, No. 1 2024
Vol. 12, No. 1 Vol. 12, No. 2 2023
Vol. 11, No. 1 Vol. 11, No. 2 2022
Vol. 10, No. 1 Vol. 10, No. 2 2021
Vol. 9, No. 1 Vol. 9, No. 2 2020
Vol. 8, No. 1 Vol. 8, No. 2 2019
Vol. 7, No. 1 Vol. 7, No. 2 2018
Vol. 6, Nos. 1 & 2 2017
Vol. 5, No. 1 Vol. 5, No. 2 2016
Vol. 4, No. 1 Vol. 4, No. 2 2015
Vol. 3, No. 1 Vol. 3, No. 2 2014
Vol. 2, No. 1 Vol. 2, No. 2 2013
Vol. 1 2012
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Contact
For enquiries, contact the editorial board at <mjcs@newera.edu.my>

To Submit Article

The manuscript should be submitted via https://mjcs.newera.edu.my in Microsoft Word files in Times New
Roman font size 12 for the text and prepared in British English. It should contain a concise title, an abstract
of 100 to 250 words, and a list of up to five keywords. It should not exceed 10,000 words, inclusive of tables,
charts and diagrams, notes, list of references, and appendices.

For more information, please visit https://mjcs.newera.edu.my/journal/
(Kindly click on ‘Submit Article” button on the left panel to register a free account prior to submission)
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